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Week Ending Friday, August 1, 2003

The President’s Radio Address
July 26, 2003

Good morning. This weekend marks the
13th anniversary of the Americans With Dis-
ability Act, one of the great compassionate
acts of American Government. Since becom-
ing law, the ADA has helped to improve the
quality of life for more than 50 million Amer-
icans with physical and mental disabilities. As
a result, it is easier today for people with dis-
abilities to find a job, to enter public build-
ings, and to live more independently in their
communities. These are all welcome changes
in American life.

Many citizens have dedicated themselves
to serving the interests of persons with dis-
abilities, and some of them are here with me
at the White House. | am joined by members
of the President’s Committee on Mental Re-
tardation. The men and women on this com-
mittee include people with disabilities as well
as parents, teachers, health care workers, and
advocates. They recently voted to change the
committee’s name to the President’s Com-
mittee for People with Intellectual Disabil-
ities, and | was pleased to sign an Executive
order instituting that change.

There is much more we can do to assure
that Americans with disabilities are treated
with dignity and respect. In 2001, | an-
nounced the New Freedom Initiative to fur-
ther promote the full participation of people
with disabilities in all areas of society. As part
of the New Freedom Initiative, we're giving
States funding to help people with disabilities
commute to work or purchase equipment
that allows them to work from home. We are
promoting homeownership for people with
disabilities and educating builders about the
need for more accessible rental housing.

We are working with Congress to provide
record levels of funding for special education
programs and to make sure the money is
used to provide the most help to the most
children. And we are making Government

web sites more accessible to people with dis-
abilities so that they can more easily find in-
formation about services and programs of the
Federal Government. We're also focused on
providing better care to people with mental
illness. I'm committed to making sure people
get the treatment and support they need and
don’t fall through the cracks.

My administration continues to work with
States to ensure full implementation of the
Supreme Court’s Olmstead decision. That
decision rightly mandates that individuals
with disabilities who can receive support and
treatment in a community setting should be
given an opportunity to live close to their
families and friends whenever possible.

People with disabilities now have more
freedom to do productive work and live inde-
pendent lives. We're making good progress
toward ensuring that persons with disabilities
know the American Dream is meant for
them. With changes in old ways of thinking,
the development of new technologies, and
the Federal Government’s firm commitment
to equality, more and more people with dis-
abilities continue to become full participants
in the American life.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 2 p.m. on
July 25 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 26. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on July 25 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks on Departure From
Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland

July 28, 2003

Death of Bob Hope

Today America lost a great citizen. We
mourn the passing of Bob Hope. Bob Hope
made us laugh, and he lifted our spirits. Bob
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Hope served our Nation when he went to

battlefields to entertain thousands of troops

from different generations. We extend our

prayers to his family. And we mourn the loss

of a good man. May God bless his soul.
Thank you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. prior to
boarding Air Force One. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Proclamation 7694—Death of Bob
Hope
July 28, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Today, America mourns the loss of one of
its great treasures. A gifted comedian who
entertained audiences for decades with his
unique talents, Bob Hope brought joy and
laughter to our Nation. By tirelessly enter-
taining America’s troops, he demonstrated
his extraordinary love of country and devo-
tion to the men and women who have served
in our military.

As a mark of respect for the memory of
Bob Hope, | hereby order, by the authority
vested in me as President of the United
States by the Constitution and the laws of
the United States of America, that on the
day of his interment, the flag of the United
States shall be flown at half-staff at the White
House and upon all public buildings and
grounds, at all military posts and naval sta-
tions, and on all naval vessels of the Federal
Government in the District of Columbia and
throughout the United States and its Terri-
tories and possessions until sunset on such
day. | also direct that the flag shall be flown
at half-staff for the same period at all United
States embassies, legations, consular offices,
and other facilities abroad, including all mili-
tary facilities and naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of July, in
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:18 a.m., July 30, 2003]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 31.

Remarks to the National Urban
League Conference in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

July 28, 2003

Thanks for the warm welcome. Thanks for
your kind invitation. But most importantly,
thanks for your service to your fellow Ameri-
cans. The Urban League has always stood for
justice and hope and healing. It’s stood for
opportunity for all our citizens. I'm honored
to be at such an organization.

| appreciate the chance as well to come
to Pittsburgh. It's a city that's rich in civil
rights, the history of civil rights. In the 1800s,
the Underground Railroad here delivered
thousands out of slavery and into freedom.
In the 1930s and 1940s, Pittsburgh’s Urban
League led successful protests against
schools and department stores that refused
to hire African Americans. And today in this
city, community leaders are showing what
good people can accomplish by working to-
gether. I now know why they call it the Ren-
aissance City, and | want to thank you for
your hospitality.

The work of the National Urban League
represents one of the basic commitments of
this country. See, we believe in opportunity
for all, a society where every person can
dream and work and realize his or her poten-
tial. We're dedicated to bringing economic
hope to every neighborhood, a good edu-
cation to every child, and comfort and com-
passion to the afflicted. And our Nation has
come a long way, and we have a long way
to go. And we will not stop, we will not tire
until we extend the great promise of America
to every neighborhood in America. And that'’s
what | want to talk about today.

I want to thank Mr. President, President
Marc Morial, for his kind invitation and his
willingness to lead this important American
institution. He replaces a good man in Hugh
Price, who has ably led the Urban League
for nearly a decade. And there’s no doubt
in my mind that Marc Morial will do a great
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job on behalf of America. Thank you, Mr.
Mayor. As he said, we grew up right around
the corner from each other. And | know what
he was—what New Orleans was like when
he was the mayor of that important city.
Bourbon Street was never more alive when—
[laughter]—never mind. [Laughter]

I'm honored that the Secretary of Edu-
cation is with us today, Rod Paige. He is a
good friend and a good man.

I appreciate so very much Michael Critelli,
who is the chairman of the board of the Na-
tional Urban League, a businessman that un-
derstands corporate responsibility. It means
you've got to help somebody else as well as
watching the bottom line. Mike, thank you
for being here.

I’'m honored that members from the Penn-
sylvania congressional delegation are with us
today, Senators Specter and Santorum and
Congressman Tim Murphy. | appreciate
them coming. A couple of them jumped on
Air Force One. [Laughter] I'm not sug-
gesting that’s why they came. [Laughter]
There’s not a lot of air raids on Air Force
One. [Laughter] But I'm glad to have them.

I see Reverend Jackson is with us today.
Jesse Jackson, it’s good to see you. Congress-
man Cummings, I'm honored to see you,
Congressman. Thank you for being here. |
appreciate so very much my friend Mayor
Jim Garner, who's the president of the U.S.
Conference of Mayors, who is with us today.
Mr. Mayor, thank you for coming.

I know that Mike Fisher, the State attor-
ney general, is with us today. And the Alle-
gheny County chief executive, Jim Roddey,
is with us today. And I'm honored that they
have come. | want to thank all the elected
officials. 1 want to thank the board of the
National Urban League. And | want to thank
the delegates for giving me a chance to come
by and say hello.

Today | had the honor, when | landed at
the airport, of meeting a board member of
the Urban League of Pittsburgh, a fellow
named Xavier Williams. He came to see me
because one of the things I try to do is herald
the great strength of the country, which hap-
pens to be the heart and soul of our citizens.
You see, Xavier works for a—it’s called IN-
ROADS. It's a nonprofit organization which
matches minority youth with successful busi-
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nesses and corporations to try to help them
have the skills necessary to realize the entre-
preneurial spirit of America. Xavier knows
what | know, that the best way to serve your
country is to love a neighbor just like you'd
like to be loved yourself. And | appreciate
the example that Xavier Williams sets for not
only the good folks here in Pittsburgh but
for people all around the country. Thank you,
Xavier, for your service to our country.

Every generation of Americans must rise
to its own challenges, and this generation is
rising to meet ours. We will never forget the
lessons of September the 11th, 2001. Great
oceans no longer protect us from dangers
that gather far from home. And the other
lesson is that there are people who can’t
stand what America stands for and desire to
conflict great harm on the American people.
In the 22 months since that day, we have
put those who hate America on notice: Wher-
ever they plot, wherever they plan, they will
find no place to hide from American justice.

The Al Qaida terrorists still threaten our
country, but they're on the run. The regime
in Afghanistan, the Taliban regime, inflicted
great harm on the citizens of that country
and protected the terrorists. But that regime
is no more. Afghanistan is now free.

And our current mission in Iraq is essential
to the broader war on terror; it's essential
to the security of the American people. You
see, a free, democratic, peaceful Irag will not
threaten America or our friends with weap-
ons. A free Iraq will not be a training ground
for terrorists or a funnel of money to terror-
ists or provide weapons to terrorists who
would willingly use them to strike our coun-
try. A free Irag will not destabilize the Mid-
dle East. A free Irag can set a hopeful exam-
ple to the entire region and lead other na-
tions to choose freedom. And as the pursuits
of freedom replace hatred and resentment
and terror in the Middle East, the American
people will be more secure.

Our men and women in uniform are serv-
ing our Nation and the cause of security and
peace. We're proud of them. We appreciate
their progress. We appreciate their dedica-
tion to the country called America.

This Nation has got another great chal-
lenge. While we stand for freedom and op-
portunity abroad, we must make those same
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values real in the lives of all Americans. This
Nation has got work to do. There are citizens
who can’t find jobs. There are citizens look-
ing for homes for their families. There are
students who go to school that are letting
them down every day and don’t seem to im-
prove. There are children who need mentors
in their lives; people struggling with addic-
tion who need to know they don't face that
struggle alone.

To make the promise of America real for
everyone, we need active citizens who help
their neighbors; we need active churches and
active communities; and we need active gov-
ernment. We can make a difference in peo-
ple’s lives with creative, innovative policies
that focus on results.

Greater opportunity and hope begins with
a growing economy. The stock market started
to decline in March of 2000. And then we
had recession in the first quarter of 2001.
So we acted. We provided historic tax relief
for families. And then as the economy was
beginning to come back, we found out some
of our citizens, corporate CEOs, forgot what
it means to be a responsible citizen, and they
did not tell the truth to shareholder and em-
ployee alike. So we acted, and we're now
holding corporate criminals to account.

Last year, we saw too many Americans
were still struggling to find a job, so we acted
again. We brought the marriage penalty
down. It doesn’t make any sense, by the way,
to penalize marriage in the Tax Code. It
seems like the Tax Code ought to encourage
marriage, not penalize it. We reduced in-
come tax rates. We expanded the child credit
from $600 to $1,000 per child, and we made
the change retroactive to January 1st of this
year, so the checks are in the mail. And as
a matter of fairness, Congress should make
the child credit refundable—Ilow-income
families need help as well during these eco-
nomic slow times.

To add more jobs to the economy, we’re
also focusing a lot on small businesses, be-
cause small businesses create the most new
jobs in an economy. Most small businesses
are sole proprietorships or Subchapter S's,
so when you reduce the income tax rates,
you help small businesses. They pay tax at
the individual rates. We're also allowing high-
er expense deduction for small businesses,
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which will make it easier for small businesses
to buy new equipment and to hire new peo-
ple. We're working through the Small Busi-
ness Administration and Minority Business
Development Agency to ensure that minority
businesses get access to Federal contracting
and financing and technical assistance for
startups, because we understand small busi-
nesses are the path to the American Dream,
and this path must be more open to all our
citizens.

You hear a lot of talk about tax relief. Let
me tell you my belief. When a person has
got more money in his or her pocket, he or
she is likely to demand an additional good
or a service. And when somebody demands
a good or a service in our society, somebody
is going to produce the good or a service.
And when somebody produces that good or
a service, it means somebody is more likely
find a job. The tax relief we packaged is good
for helping people find work in America.

Now, we've been through a lot: recession,
war, emergencies, and corporate scandals.
But I'm optimistic about the future. I'm opti-
mistic about the future, because | see hope-
ful signs. Home sales are strong, and people
are refinancing their mortgages to put more
money in their pockets. Inflation is low. Re-
tail sales have begun to show growth. Produc-
tivity is high, and the good news is, a lot of
the economists are beginning to forecast a
better tomorrow, which is important for mak-
ing sure that people have hope in our society.

No, we're dealing with the economy. We
saw a problem, and we dealt with it straight
up.

And as the economy expands, we've got
to help Americans who find the greatest dif-
ficulty finding work. So | proposed what we
call reemployment accounts. The job-seeker
would have an account up to $3,000 for job
training or child care or transportation or re-
locating to get a new job in a new city. If
a worker finds a new job quickly, within 13
weeks, he or she gets to keep the balance
of the cash as a reemployment account. Con-
gress needs to put this plan in effect. Con-
gress needs to help those who are having
trouble finding work.

Congress also needs to understand, we
need a sound energy policy in America. We
need to cut down on frivolous litigation,
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which inhibits economic growth. We need a
trade policy that opens up new markets for
American products.

We also need good housing policy. A good
way to make sure this economy remains
strong is a housing policy which closes the
minority homeownership gap in America. We
need greater tax incentives for people to
build homes in inner cities. | believe our
Government should provide downpayment
assistance to people who want to buy a home
but need a little extra help. | understand
there’s a lot of fine print when it comes to
mortgages, so we need to help people under-
stand what's in the fine print. We need grant
programs to help counsel low- and moderate-
income folks across our country, to teach
them what it means to buy a home and to
make sure that the fine print is understood
by all. No, we've got a goal in America of
helping 5%z million more minority citizens
become homeowners by the end of this dec-
ade.

The truth of the matter is, the future of
our economy and our country depend upon
good schools in all our neighborhoods. Equal
education is one of the most pressing civil
rights of our day. Nearly half a century after
Brown v. Board of Education, there’s still an
achievement gap in America. On the most
recent National Assessment of Educational
Progress, on the reading test, 41 percent of
white fourth graders were proficient and bet-
ter readers, but only 12 percent of African
Americans met that standard. That means
we’ve got a problem. Both numbers are too
low. I think too many of our schools are leav-
ing too many of our children unprepared.

And so we acted. | worked with Congress
to pass what we call the No Child Left Be-
hind Act. It says every child can learn; we
must have high standards for every child; and
we must hold people to account to make sure
children do learn. We must challenge the soft
bigotry of low expectations, and you know
what I'm talking about. And as Rod Paige
will brief you, States are beginning to re-
spond. We said, “In return for record levels
of education spending at the Federal level,
we expect results.”

You see, if you believe every child can
learn, then you ought to be asking the ques-
tion to those who are spending our money,
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“Are you teaching the child?” That's what
we ought to be asking all across America. And
now there’s accountability plans being put in
place in 50 States plus Puerto Rico and the
District. 1 know people are concerned about
testing. I've heard this debate a lot. They say
it's discriminatory to measure and compare
results. I say it is discriminatory not to meas-
ure. | think it's important to know whether
or not our schools are succeeding. We simply
have got to stop shuffling our children from
grade to grade without asking the question,
have they been taught to learn to read and
write and add and subtract?

I believe it is those who believe certain
children can't learn that are willing to shuffle
them through. And the No Child Left Be-
hind Act ends that. In return for record levels
of money, you've got to show us whether or
not the children can read and write and add
and subtract. And when schools don’t meas-
ure up, parents must have more options. It's
one thing to measure, but there has to be
consequences for failing schools. So in that
act, parents are able to send their children
to a different public school or a charter
school or get special tutorial help.

I also believe it makes sense to explore
private school choices, so I'm working with
the leadership in Washington, DC. This isn’t
a Democrat issue or Republican issue. This
is an issue that focuses on children.

I know setting high standards works. 1
know measuring and using the measurement
system as a way to diagnose problems so you
can focus on the problems works. In my
State, 73 percent of the white students
passed the math test in 1994, while only 38
percent of the African American students
passed it. So we made that the point of ref-
erence. We had people focused on the results
for the first time, not process but results. And
because teachers rose to the challenge, be-
cause the problem became clear, that gap has
now closed to 10 points. Because every child
can learn, you've just got to focus the atten-
tion and the resources when necessary. Ac-
countability tells you what’s going right, and
it tells you what’s going wrong, and it shows
you where the emphasis needs to be. We're
having the same results in North Carolina.
In States that measure, you'll find that the
achievement gap is closing dramatically.
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Our opportunity in society must also be
a compassionate society. As Americans, when
we see hopelessness and suffering and injus-
tice, we will not turn our backs. And one
of the best ways to build hope is to recognize
where some of the great works of compassion
are done. You see, Government can hand out
money—sometimes we do a pretty good job
of it—but what it can't do is put hope in
people’s hearts or a sense of purpose in peo-
ple’s lives. That happens when people who
have been called to love a neighbor interface
with a neighbor in need.

See, every day across America, faith-based
and community groups are touching people’s
lives in profound ways—give shelter to the
homeless and provide safety for battered
women; they bring compassion to lonely sen-
iors. America’s neighborhood healers have
long experience and deep understanding of
the problems that many face, and many of
them have something extra besides experi-
ence. They have inspiration, as they carry
God’s love to people in need. I like to call
the neighborhood healers America’s social
entrepreneurs. And they need the support
of foundation America and corporate Amer-
ica. They need the support of individuals and,
of course, congregations. And when appro-
priate, they deserve the support of the Gov-
ernment.

Government has no business endorsing a
religious creed or directly funding religious
worship. But for too long, Government treat-
ed people of faith like second-class citizens
in the grantmaking process. Government can
and should support effective social services
provided by religious people, as long as those
services go to anyone in need. And when
Government gives that support, faith-based
institutions should not be forced to change
the character of their service or compromise
their principles.

Neighborhood healers have not been
treated well by the Federal Government, so
I signed an Executive order banning dis-
crimination against faith-based charities by
Federal agencies. | created special offices in
my key Cabinet departments to speak up for
faith-based groups and to help them access
Government funding. I've asked the depart-
ments to report to me on a regular basis to
make sure the old days are gone, to make
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sure we challenge and harness the great
strength of the country, the heart and soul
of our citizens. We're changing the focus of
Government from process to results. Instead
of asking the question, “Is this a faith-based
program,” we're now asking the question,
“Does the program work,” and if so, it de-
serves our support.

And the support is making a difference.
Here in Pittsburgh, the North Hills Commu-
nity Outreach, an interfaith human services
agency, uses about $76,000 from the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services to help
people get through tough times. In other
words, we're using taxpayers’ money to help
support programs that use the faith compo-
nent to help change lives and save lives.

A fellow named Royal Patterson went to
this program. He was a painter for 27 years,
and then he was unable to climb up a ladder.
So he goes to North Hills. They gave him
food. They gave him bus passes. They helped
him to get a new job. But what he said was—
most important—he said, “It was so uplifting.
You figure nobody cares, but they care.”

There’s a lot of programs around based on
faith that care for people, and our Govern-
ment must recognize their potential in our
society if we want to heal lives all across
America.

I've asked Congress to fund $100 million
for the Compassionate Capital Fund. That's
a fancy word for providing money for organi-
zations like the Urban League to teach some
of these small faith programs how to apply
for grants, how to help manage and train
their staffs. In other words, | fully recognize
that some of the programs in some of the
neighborhoods need management help. They
need guidance. And | would hope that Marc
would take advantage of this program to help
some faith programs all around the country
be fully prepared to do what they're called
to do, which is love somebody in need.

I've asked Congress for $600 million over
3 years to extend drug and alcohol treatment
to 300,000 Americans and that faith-based
providers must be allowed to compete for
these funds. Sometimes when a person
changes their heart, they change their habits.
And our Congress must recognize that and
provide opportunity for faith-based programs
such as the Sojourner House, named after
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Sojourner Truth, right here in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania.

This is a program which helps mothers
with drug and alcohol problems. A child can
live in a loving environment while a mom
works to break free from addiction. They
help the people get on their feet. They help
people see themselves as a worthy child of
God. That may not sound like your average
Government program. But we’re no longer
asking, “Is it a faith-based program?” We're
asking, “Does it work?” The Sojourner
House works, and this country of ours ought
to support programs like the Sojourner
House.

It's important for our Nation to recognize
that too many young people are growing up
without enough caring adults in their lives.
Too many people wonder whether anybody
loves them. We need more mentors, com-
mitted adults to serve as role models to help
shepherd children through the early years of
their life.

Congress—I called upon Congress to
spend 450 million over 3 years to bring more
mentors to more than a million disadvan-
taged children. We've got a goal, mentors for
a million children—junior high children who
are making life decisions, as well as the chil-
dren of prisoners who face so many problems
through no fault of their own, and they need
somebody to surround them with some love.

Faith communities are a great source for
mentors, and we must make sure that faith-
based groups have a chance to participate in
this program as well. More Americans volun-
teer through their houses of worship than any
other organization, and Congress must recog-
nize that. Our Government should not fear
faith; we ought to welcome it as an equal
partner in helping people who need help.

Now, we believe in the value and possi-
bility of every life. And we’ll help those who
need help here at home, and we must help
those who need help abroad as well.

I have recently seen for myself the great
possibilities of Africa and the great needs of
Africa. That continent’s economic future de-
pends upon trade. We'll continue to help Af-
rican countries become full partners in trade
and prosperity. Many African people struggle
with hunger. You need to know your Govern-
ment and your country is the most generous
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country in the world for providing aid and
help for those who are hungry.

America’s progress—Africa’s progress is
threatened by terrorism and civil wars, and
so we're working with African governments
to rid that continent of regional conflict and
terrorist violence.

They're suffering in Liberia today. | di-
rected the Secretary of Defense to position
appropriate military capabilities off the coast
of Liberia in order to support the deploy-
ment of an ECOWAS force. We're com-
mitted to working with ECOWAS to create
the conditions in which lives can be saved
and aid can be delivered.

We're also helping Africa overcome one
of the deadliest enemies it has ever faced,
the spread of HIV/AIDS. Over the next 5
years, the United States has pledged $15 bil-
lion to fight AIDS around the world, with
special focus on nations in Africa and the
Caribbean. We are working with govern-
ments and private groups and faith-based or-
ganizations to help with prevention and to
provide much needed antiretroviral drugs for
treatment. We are determined to turn the
tide against AIDS in Africa.

Recently, on my trip to Africa, | visited
Goree Island in Senegal, where for centuries
men and women were delivered and sorted
and branded and shipped. It's a haunting
place, a reminder of mankind’s capacity for
cruelty and injustice.

Yet Goree Island is also a reminder of the
strength of the human spirit and the capacity
for good to overcome evil. The men and
women who boarded slave ships on that is-
land and wound up in America endured the
separation of their families, the brutality of
their oppressors, and the indifference of laws
that regarded them only as articles of com-
merce. Still, the spirit of Africans in America
did not break. All the generations of oppres-
sion under the laws of man could not crush
the hope of freedom. And by a plan only
known to providence, the stolen sons and
daughters of Africa helped to awake the con-
science of America. The very people traded
into slavery helped to set America free.

The moral vision of African Americans and
of groups like the Urban League caused
Americans to examine our hearts, to correct
our Constitution, and to teach our children
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the dignity and equality of every person of
every race.

Our journey toward justice has not been
easy, and it is not over. Yet | am confident
that we will reach our destination. We have
been called to great work in our time, and
we will answer that call. We will defend our
freedom, and we will lead the world toward
peace. And we will unite America behind the
great goals of opportunity for all and for com-
passion for those in need.

I want to thank each of you for serving
this cause in your own lives. May God bless
your work, may God bless the Urban League,
and may God continue to bless the United
States of America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. at the
David Lawrence Convention Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr.,
founder and president, Rainbow/PUSH Caoalition;
and Mayor James A. Garner of Hempstead, NY.

Statement on the International
Initiative To Help Developing
Countries Stop Illegal Logging

July 28, 2003

Today my administration has announced
a new international initiative to help devel-
oping countries stop illegal logging. lllegal
logging destroys biodiversity and hundreds of
thousands of acres of forest habitat annually.
It releases millions of tons of greenhouse
gases into the atmosphere. Last year, | di-
rected Secretary Powell to develop a plan to
address this serious issue. | thank him for
his efforts in establishing this initiative.
Working with the private sector, nongovern-
mental organizations, and other nations, the
United States will help identify and reduce
threats to protected forest areas and other
high-value conservation forests. These efforts
will serve as a foundation for future actions
to eliminate illegal logging, corruption in the
forest sector, and the sale—including for ex-
port—of illegally harvested timber products.
They will also help us protect forests and the
livelihoods that depend upon them.
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Statement on Signing the Burmese
Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003
and the Accompanying Executive
Order

July 28, 2003

Today | have signed into law the Burmese
Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003 and
an Executive order sending a clear signal to
Burma’s ruling junta that it must release
Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi,
along with all other political prisoners, and
move down the path toward democracy.
These measures reaffirm to the people of
Burma that the United States stands with
them in their struggle for democracy and
freedom.

The Burmese Freedom and Democracy
Act is the result of close cooperation between
my administration and Members of Congress
on both sides of the aisle, especially Senator
Mitch McConnell and Representative Tom
Lantos. Among other measures, the legisla-
tion bans the import of Burmese products.
The Executive order freezes the assets of
senior Burmese officials and bans virtually
all remittances to Burma. By denying these
rulers the hard currency they use to fund
their repression, we are providing strong in-
centives for democratic change and human
rights in Burma.

In May of this year, the Burmese Govern-
ment tightened its grip on the people of
Burma when it organized an attack on the
motorcade of Aung San Suu Kyi, the leader
of the National League for Democracy
(NLD). Since then, Burmese officials have
ignored requests from around the world to
release Aung San Suu Kyi and other mem-
bers of the NLD and to reopen NLD offices.

The repression of the Burmese regime
contributes to problems that spill across Bur-
ma’s borders, including refugee flows, nar-
cotics trafficking, and the spread of HIV/
AIDS and other diseases. These problems af-
fect Burma’s neighbors, and these nations
must play an important role in resolving the
current crisis. | urge the Association of
South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) to con-
tinue to make clear to the regime that its
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behavior is inconsistent with ASEAN’s stand-
ards and goals. Burma should not be per-
mitted to tarnish ASEAN'’s record as a posi-
tive force for progress. | also welcome the
measures taken by the European Union and
Japan to bring about democratic change in
Burma.

The United States will not waver from its
commitment to the cause of democracy and
human rights in Burma. The United States
has raised the situation in Burma at the
United Nations Security Council and will do
S0 again as developments warrant. The world
must make clear—through word and deed—
that the people of Burma, like people every-
where, deserve to live in dignity and freedom
under leaders of their own choosing.

NoTe: H.R. 2330, approved July 28, was assigned
Public Law No. 108-61.

Executive Order 13310—Blocking
Property of the Government of
Burma and Prohibiting Certain
Transactions

July 28, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601
et seq.), the Burmese Freedom and Democ-
racy Act of 2003 (July 28, 2003), and section
301 of title 3, United States Code, and in
order to take additional steps with respect
to the Government of Burma’s continued re-
pression of the democratic opposition in
Burma and with respect to the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
13047 of May 20, 1997;

I, George W. Bush, President of the
United States of America, hereby order:

Section 1. Except to the extent provided
in section 203(b)(1), (3), and (4) of IEEPA
(50 U.S.C. 1702(b)(1), (3), and (4)), the
Trade Sanctions Reform and Export En-
hancement Act of 2000 (title IX, Public Law
106-387) (TSRA), or regulations, orders, di-
rectives, or licenses that may be issued pursu-
ant to this order, and notwithstanding any
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contract entered into or any license or permit
granted prior to the effective date of this
order, all property and interests in property
of the following persons that are in the
United States, that hereafter come within the
United States, or that are or hereafter come
within the possession or control of United
States persons, including their overseas
branches, are blocked and may not be trans-
ferred, paid, exported, withdrawn, or other-
wise dealt in:

(a) the persons listed in the Annex at-
tached and made a part of this order; and

(b) any person determined by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, in consultation with
the Secretary of State,

(i) to be a senior official of the Govern-
ment of Burma, the State Peace and
Development Council of Burma, the
Union Solidarity and Development
Association of Burma, or any suc-
cessor entity to any of the foregoing;
or

(i) to be owned or controlled by, or act-
ing or purporting to act for or on be-
half of, directly or indirectly, any per-
son whose property and interests in
property are blocked pursuant to this
order.

Sec. 2. Except to the extent provided in
section 203(b) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C.
1702(b)), the TSRA, or regulations, orders,
directives, or licenses that may be issued pur-
suant to this order, and notwithstanding any
contract entered into or any license or permit
granted prior to the effective date of this
order, the following are prohibited:

(a) the exportation or reexportation, di-
rectly or indirectly, to Burma of any financial
services either (i) from the United States or
(if) by a United States person, wherever lo-
cated; and

(b) any approval, financing, facilitation, or
guarantee by a United States person, wher-
ever located, of a transaction by a foreign
person where the transaction by that foreign
person would be prohibited by this order if
performed by a United States person or with-
in the United States;

Sec. 3. Beginning 30 days after the effec-
tive date of this order, and except to the ex-
tent provided in section 8 of this order and
in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses
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that may be issued pursuant to this order,
and notwithstanding any contract entered
into or any license or permit granted prior
to 30 days after the effective date of this
order, the importation into the United States
of any article that is a product of Burma is
hereby prohibited.

Sec. 4. (a) Any transaction by a United
States person or within the United States that
evades or avoids, has the purpose of evading
or avoiding, or attempts to violate any of the
prohibitions set forth in this order is prohib-
ited.

(b) Any conspiracy formed to violate any
of the prohibitions set forth in this order is
prohibited.

Sec. 5. For purposes of this order:

(a) the term “person” means an individual
or entity;

(b) the term “entity” means a partnership,
association, trust, joint venture, corporation,
group, subgroup, or other organization;

(c) the term “United States person” means
any United States citizen, permanent resi-
dent alien, entity organized under the laws
of the United States or any jurisdiction within
the United States (including foreign
branches), or any person in the United
States; and

(d) the term “Government of Burma”
means the Government of Burma (some-
times referred to as Myanmar), its agencies,
instrumentalities and controlled entities, and
the Central Bank of Burma.

Sec. 6. | hereby determine that the mak-
ing of donations of the type specified in sec-
tion 203(b)(2) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C.
1702(b)(2)) by or to persons whose property
and interests in property are blocked pursu-
ant to section 1 of this order would seriously
impair my ability to deal with the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
13047, and hereby prohibit such donations
as provided by section 1 of this order.

Sec. 7. For those persons whose property
and interests in property are blocked pursu-
ant to section 1 of this order who might have
a constitutional presence in the United
States, | find that because of the ability to
transfer funds or other assets instanta-
neously, prior notice to such persons of
measures to be taken pursuant to this order
would render these measures ineffectual. |

July 28 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

therefore determine that for these measures
to be effective in addressing the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
13047, there need be no prior notice of a
listing or determination made pursuant to
this order.

Sec. 8. Determining that such a waiver is
in the national interest of the United States,
| hereby waive the prohibitions described in
section 3 of the Burmese Freedom and De-
mocracy Act of 2003 with respect to any and
all articles that are a product of Burma to
the extent that prohibiting the importation
of such articles would conflict with the inter-
national obligations of the United States
under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic
Relations, the Vienna Convention on Con-
sular Relations, the United Nations Head-
quarters Agreement, and other legal instru-
ments providing equivalent privileges and
immunities.

Sec. 9. The Secretary of the Treasury, in
consultation with the Secretary of State, is
hereby authorized to take such actions, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to
the President by IEEPA and sections 3(a)
and 4 of the Burmese Freedom and Democ-
racy Act of 2003, other than the authority
to make the determinations and certification
to the Congress that Burma has met the con-
ditions described in 3(a)(3) of the Act, as may
be necessary to carry out the purposes of this
order. The Secretary of the Treasury may re-
delegate any of these functions to other offi-
cers and agencies of the United States Gov-
ernment consistent with applicable law. The
Secretary of State is authorized to exercise
the functions and authorities conferred upon
the President by section 3(b) of the Burmese
Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003 and
to redelegate these functions and authorities
consistent with applicable law. All agencies
of the United States Government are hereby
directed to take all appropriate measures
within their authority to carry out the provi-
sions of this order.

Sec. 10. The Secretary of the Treasury,
in consultation with the Secretary of State,
is authorized to determine, subsequent to the
issuance of this order, that circumstances no
longer warrant inclusion of a person in the
Annex to this order and that the property
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and interests in property of that person are
therefore no longer blocked pursuant to sec-
tion 1 of this order.

Sec. 11. Nothing in this order is intended
to affect the continued effectiveness of any
rules, regulations, orders, licenses, or other
forms of administrative action issued, taken,
or continued in effect heretofore or hereafter
under 31 C.F.R. chapter V, except as ex-
pressly terminated, modified, or suspended
by or pursuant to this order.

Sec. 12. Sections 1 through 7 of Executive
Order 13047 are hereby revoked to the ex-
tent they are inconsistent with this order. All
delegations, rules, regulations, orders, li-
censes, and other forms of administrative ac-
tion made, issued, or otherwise taken under
Executive Order 13047, not inconsistent with
section 3 of this order and not revoked ad-
ministratively, shall remain in full force and
effect under this order until amended, modi-
fied, or terminated by proper authority. The
revocation of any provision of Executive
Order 13047 pursuant to this section shall
not affect any violation of any rules, regula-
tions, orders, licenses, or other forms of ad-
ministrative action under that order during
the period that such provision of that order
was in effect.

Sec. 13. All provisions of this order other
than section 3 shall not apply to any activity,
or any transaction incident to an activity, un-
dertaken pursuant to an agreement, or pur-
suant to the exercise of rights under such an
agreement, that was entered into by a United
States person with the Government of Burma
or a nongovernmental entity in Burma prior
to 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight time on May
21, 1997.

Sec. 14. This order is not intended to, and
does not, create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or
in equity by any party against the United
States, its departments, agencies, instrumen-
talities, or entities, its officers or employees,
or any other person.

Sec. 15. This order is effective on 12:01
a.m. eastern daylight time on July 29, 2003.
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Sec. 16. This order shall be transmitted
to the Congress and published in the Federal
Register.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 28, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:57 a.m., July 29, 2003]

NoTe: This Executive order and its attached
annex were published in the Federal Register on
July 30.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the Burmese Freedom
and Democracy Act of 2003 and the
Accompanying Executive Order

July 28, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with section 204(b) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (IEEPA) and section
301 of the National Emergencies Act, 50
U.S.C. 1631, | hereby report that | have
issued an Executive Order (the “Order”) that
expands the sanctions against Burma cur-
rently in place pursuant to the national emer-
gency with respect to Burma declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13047 of May 20, 1997. Fur-
ther, | hereby provide the notification to the
Congress required by section 3(b) of the Bur-
mese Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003
(the “Act”) regarding my exercise of the
waiver authorities provided in that section.
In 1997, the United States put in place
a prohibition on new investment in Burma
in response to the Government of Burma’s
large scale repression of the democratic op-
position in that country. Since that time, the
Government of Burma has rejected our ef-
forts and the efforts of others in the inter-
national community to end its repressive ac-
tivities. In May of this year, that rejection
manifested itself in a brutal and organized
attack on the motorcade of Aung San Suu
Kyi, a Nobel Peace Prize winner and leader
of the peaceful democratic opposition party
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in Burma, the National League for Democ-
racy. The Government of Burma has contin-
ued to ignore our requests for her to be re-
leased from confinement, for the other Na-
tional League for Democracy leaders who
were jailed before and after the attack to be
released, and for the offices of the National
League for Democracy to be allowed to re-
open.

I have now determined that this continued
and increasing repression by the Govern-
ment of Burma warrants an expansion of the
sanctions against that government. | applaud
the Congress’ efforts to address the Govern-
ment of Burma’'s action. The prohibitions
contained in my Order implement sections
3 and 4 of the Burmese Freedom and De-
mocracy Act of 2003 and supplement that
Act with additional restrictions.

The Order blocks all property and inter-
ests in property of the State Peace and De-
velopment Council of Burma, the Myanma
Foreign Trade Bank, the Myanma Invest-
ment and Commercial Bank (MICB), and
the Myanma Economic Bank as well as all
property and interests in property of persons
determined by the Secretary of the Treasury,
in consultation with the Secretary of State,
to be senior officials of the Government of
Burma, the State Peace and Development
Council of Burma, the Union Solidarity and
Development Association of Burma, or any
successor entity to any of the foregoing; or
to be owned or controlled by, or acting or
purporting to act for or on behalf of, directly
or indirectly, any of the foregoing. The Order
also prohibits the exportation or re-expor-
tation of financial services to Burma either
from the United States or by any United
States person and, 30 days from the effective
date of the Order, the importation into the
United States of any article that is a product
of Burma.

The Department of the Treasury, in con-
sultation with the Department of State, will
implement a remittance program authorizing
limited personal transfers of funds and will
authorize most transactions relating to hu-
manitarian, educational, and official United
States Government activities. Additionally,
the Order grandfathers any activity, or trans-
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actions incident to any activity, other than
the import of any products of Burma, under-
taken pursuant to any agreement that was
entered into by a United States person with
the Government of Burma or a nongovern-
mental entity in Burma prior to May 21,
1997, the effective date of Executive Order
13047.

I have determined that the waiver of the
prohibitions described in section 3 of the
Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act of
2003 with respect to any or all articles that
are a product of Burma is in the national
interest of the United States to the extent
that prohibiting the importation of such arti-
cles would conflict with the international ob-
ligations of the United States under the Vi-
enna Convention on Diplomatic Relations,
the Vienna Convention on Consular Rela-
tions, the United Nations Headquarters
Agreement, and other legal instruments pro-
viding equivalent privileges and immunities.
In addition, in the exercise of my constitu-
tional authorities under Article 11 of the Con-
stitution to conduct the foreign relations of
the United States, | will construe the Act in
a manner that will in no way impair the exist-
ing ability of United States diplomatic and
consular officials to import articles that are
a product of Burma that are necessary to the
performance of their functions as United
States Government officials in Burma.

The Secretary of the Treasury, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, is authorized
to issue regulations in the exercise of authori-
ties under the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act and sections 3(a) and 4
of the Burmese Freedom and Democracy
Act of 2003, other than the authority to make
the determinations and certification to the
Congress that Burma has met the conditions
described in section 3(a)(3), to implement
the measures provided in the Order. The
Secretary of State is also authorized to exer-
cise the functions and authorities conferred
upon the President by section 3(b) of the
Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act of
2003. All Federal agencies are directed to
take actions within their authority to carry
out the provisions of the Order.
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I have enclosed a copy of the Executive
Order | have issued. This Order becomes ef-
fective at 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight time
on July 29, 2003.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTEe: ldentical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
H.R. 2330, approved July 28, was assigned Public
Law No. 108-61.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of
Israel

July 29, 2003

President Bush. Good day. I'm pleased
to welcome Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
back to the White House. | think you said
this is our eighth meeting——

Prime Minister Sharon. Eighth meeting
here.

President Bush. Eighth meeting in Wash-
ington. That should indicate to everybody
that our nations have a deep and abiding
friendship. America is firmly committed to
the security of Israel as a Jewish state, and
we are firmly committed to the safety of the
Israeli people. We have now a tremendous
opportunity to add to Israeli security and
safety and add to the hopes of the average
Palestinian citizen by making tangible
progress towards two states living side by side
in peace.

Last month’s Red Sea Summits in Egypt
and Jordan gave momentum to that progress.
I’'m encouraged by the positive steps that
Israel has taken since then to further the
cause of peace, including prisoner releases.
Prime Minister Sharon is now meeting regu-
larly with Prime Minister Abbas, and that’s
positive. Israeli and Palestinian cabinet and
security officials are meeting as well. Israel
has recently taken steps to make it easier for
Palestinians to work in Israel and to travel
to their jobs and schools and families, and
I thank the Prime Minister for these impor-
tant actions.

Much hard work remains to be done by
Israelis and Palestinians and by their neigh-
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bors. If we are ever to reach our common
goal of two states living side by side in peace
and security, leaders must assume responsi-
bility. The Prime Minister is assuming re-
sponsibility.

All parties agree that a fundamental obsta-
cle to peace is terrorism, which can never
be justified by any cause. Last month in
Agaba, Prime Minister Abbas committed to
a complete end to violence and terrorism.
The Palestinian Authority must undertake
sustained, targeted, and effective operations
to confront those engaged in terror and to
dismantle terrorist capabilities and infra-
structure. We're determined to help Prime
Minister Abbas as he works to end terror and
establish the rule of law that will protect
Israelis and Palestinians alike.

Today | urge Arab states to follow through
on the pledges made in Sharm el-Sheikh to
actively contribute to these efforts and to re-
ject the culture of extremism and violence
from whatever source or place. The rise of
a peaceful Palestinian state and the long-
term security of the Israeli people both de-
pend on defeating the threat of terrorist
groups and ending incitement and hatred.

In our discussions, | encouraged the Prime
Minister to take further steps to improve the
daily conditions faced by Palestinians. Israelis
and Palestinians deserve the same chance to
live normal lives, free from fear, free from
hatred and violence, and free from harass-
ment. | also urged the Prime Minister to
carefully consider all the consequences of
Israel’s actions as we move forward on the
road to peace.

The United States of America will con-
tinue to act in the interests of peace. We will
continue to be a firm warrior against ter-
rorism wherever it is found. We will encour-
age all parties to keep their promises and
monitor the progress that is made. We will
also help the parties find solutions to legiti-
mate concerns. As we head down the road
to peace, my commitment to the security of
Israel is unshakable, as is the enduring
friendship of our countries. 1 want to thank
Ariel for all he’s done to contribute to that
friendship, for his leadership, and his willing
to make tough decisions in the cause of
peace.

Mr. Prime Minister.
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Prime Minister Sharon. Mr. President,
it is a great privilege for me to be here at
the White House for the eighth time. | am
always pleased to visit and feel that | am
among friends, true friends of the state and
the people of Israel.

Mr. President, | congratulate you on the
impressive victory in the lragi campaign and
for removing Saddam Hussein from power,
one of the most ruthless and tyrannical lead-
ers in history. For 30 years, the free world
has witnessed the recklessness and brutality
of this dictator. Only you, Mr. President,
have shown the courage, determination, and
leadership needed to spearhead the success-
ful campaign to oust this ruthless, merciless
despot, his dynasty, and evil regime.

For the first time since World War 11, the
freedom- and peace-seeking democratic
world had the wisdom to go after murderers
and evil rulers and bring them to justice. |
have no doubt, Mr. President, that thanks
to you, any villain in any corner of the world
knows that the long arm of justice will reach
them. So many will owe their lives to you
and the great nation of America. I'm con-
fident, Mr. President, that the lessons
learned by the nations of the world and the
region on the courageous action of the
United States in Iraq will serve to advance
the peace process between Israel and the
Palestinians and the entire Arab world.

Your latest statement regarding the threats
emanating from Syria and Iran prove once
again the seriousness of your intentions to
continue leading the fight against terror. It
must be made clear to these countries that
their evil deeds cannot continue. There can
be no compromise with terror and evil.

The people of Israel, Mr. President, are
greatly thankful and appreciative of your ac-
tivity, unrelenting commitment to lIsrael’s se-
curity and the safety of its citizens, and your
determination to advance the peace process
between us and the Palestinians.

We are currently at an important juncture
in our relations with our Palestinian neigh-
bors. While relative quiet currently prevails
in Israel, terror has not yet completely
ceased. This relative calm was achieved, first
and foremost, through the uncompromising
activity of the Israeli security forces and as
a result of your personal effort and the ac-
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tions taken by the United States among Arab
and European countries. We are thankful for
every hour of increased quiet and less ter-
rorism and for every drop of blood that is
spared. At the same time, we are concerned
that this welcome quiet will be shattered any
minute as a result of the continued existence
of terror organizations which the Palestinian
Authority is doing nothing to eliminate or
dismantle.

Mr. President, I am confident that you,
as the leader of the free world in this war
against terror, will act to ensure that the Pal-
estinians put a complete stop to the threat
of Palestinian terrorism so that it will never
rear its head again. | wish to move forward
with a political process with our Palestinian
neighbors. And the right way to do that is
only after a complete cessation of terror, vio-
lence, and incitement, full dismantlement of
terror organizations, and completion of the
reform process in the Palestinian Authority.

We had a useful talk today, where we ex-
amined ways to advance the peace process
between us and our Palestinian neighbors.
In this context, a number of issues came up:
the security fence which we are forced to
construct in order to defend our citizens
against terror activities; the removal of unau-
thorized outposts; and the freezing of settle-
ments in Judea and Samaria.

I listened to your statement on this subject
and assured you, Mr. President, that | would
address them. The security——

President Bush. It's stuck.

Prime Minister Sharon. As you can see,
we need your help. [Laughter]

The security fence will continue to be built
with every effort to minimize the infringe-
ment on the daily life of the Palestinian pop-
ulation. Unauthorized outposts will be re-
moved, as required in a law-abiding country.
We'll continue to discuss all these issues both
directly and through our bureaus, which
maintain close contact.

Mr. President, we also discussed a series
of issues which could serve to promote the
peace process. In a statement published on
my behalf last Friday, we listed a long series
of steps to accommodate the Palestinians. If
calm prevails and we witness the dismantle-
ment of terror organizations, Israel will be
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able to take additional—to take additional
steps.

I wish to thank you again, George, for your
friendship and understanding toward the
state and people of Israel and for your con-
tribution and personal involvement in the ef-
fort to turn the Middle East into a place
where the peoples of the region can live in
peace and security and guarantee a better
life for our children and generations to come.

Thank you, George.

Q. Mr. President——

President Bush. Hold on a second,
please. I'll call upon two members of our
press corps. We'll alternate. First, Barry
[Barry Schweid, Associated Press].

Report of the Joint Inquiry Into the
September 11, 2001, Terrorist Attacks

Q. Mr. President, will the decision to not
declassify the entire 9/11 report affect rela-
tions with Saudi Arabia, do you think? Might
it have an impact on what they are doing
to counter terrorism? Do you have any
qualms?

President Bush. About not declassifying?
No, absolutely have no qualms at all, because
there’s an ongoing investigation into the
9/11 attacks, and we don’'t want to com-
promise that investigation. If people are
being investigated, it doesn’'t make sense for
us to let them know who they are.

Secondly, we have an ongoing war against
Al Qaida and terrorists, and the declassifica-
tion of that part of a 900-page document
would reveal sources and methods that will
make it harder for us to win the war on ter-
ror. Now, perhaps at some point in time
down the road, after the investigations are
fully complete and if it doesn’t jeopardize our
national security, perhaps we can declassify
the 27 of the hundreds of pages in the docu-
ment. But it makes no sense to declassify
when we’ve got an ongoing investigation; that
could jeopardize that investigation. And it
made no sense to declassify during the war
on terror because it would help the enemy
if they knew our sources and methods.

Israeli Security Fence

Q. Mr. President, what do you accept
Israel to do in practical terms in regarding
the separation fence that you call the wall?
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Due to the fact that this is one of the most
effective measure against terrorism, can you
clarify what do you oppose, the concept of
the separation fence or only its roots?

And with your permission——

[At this point, the reporter asked a second
guestion in Hebrew, and no translation was
provided.]

President Bush.
problem. [Laughter]

[The reporter continued in Hebrew.]

President Bush. Me? Okay. First, the
most effective way to fight terror is to dis-
mantle terrorist organizations. | fully recog-
nize that. And we will continue to work with
all parties to do just that. I mean, | fully un-
derstand that the most effective campaign to
enhance the security of Israel, as well as the
security of peace-loving people in the Pales-
tinian territories, is to get after organizations
such as Hamas, the terrorist organizations
that create the conditions where peace won't
exist. And therefore, I would hope in the long
term a fence would be irrelevant.

But look, the fence is a sensitive issue, |
understand. And the Prime Minister made
it very clear to me that it was a sensitive issue.
And my promise to him is, we'll continue to
discuss and to dialog how best to make sure
that the fence sends the right signal that not
only is security important, but the ability for
the Palestinians to live a normal life is impor-
tant as well.

Q. Why do you criticize, Mr. Presi-
dent—

President Bush. No, no, no. Hold on. Not
you. Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters]. Maybe
some other time, but not now.

Q. All right. Thank you.

Ending Terrorism in the Middle East

Q. Thanks, sir. How are both of you going
to get the Palestinian militants to extend the
cease-fire?

President Bush. Do what now?

Q. How are both of you going to get the
Palestinian militants to extend the cease-fire?

President Bush. Let me—Ilook, the im-
portant message that should have come out
of the meeting with Prime Minister Abbas
and, of course, with Prime Minister Sharon,
is that the—those who want to destroy the

——an international
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peace process through terrorist activities
must be dealt with. There will be no peace
if terrorism flourishes. There’s no peace. It's
a contradiction in terms. Terrorists are
against peace. Terrorists kill innocent life to
prevent peace from happening. The way to
make sure peace happens is for all of us to
work to dismantle those who would like to
kill. Those are called terrorists.

And the positive news is that Prime Min-
ister Abbas made a public declaration that
we would work together to dismantle ter-
rorist organizations. And that’s exactly what’s
going to happen. For those who want
peace—I| mean, all around the world have
got to understand very clearly, if you're inter-
ested in peace in the Middle East, then all
of us must work together to dismantle ter-
rorist organizations, to cut off money to ter-
rorist organizations, to prevent the few from
damaging the aspirations of the many.

Q. Mr. President——

President Bush. Answer his question first,
though. We don’t want to hurt your feelings.

[At this point, Prime Minister Sharon an-
swered the question in Hebrew, and no trans-
lation was provided.]

President Bush. Okay.

Palestinian Prisoners

Q. Mr. President, why do you expect
Israeli Government to set free Palestinian
prisoners, while you don’'t order to set free
the Israeli civilian Jonathan Pollard?

President Bush. Yes, well, 1 said very
clearly at the press conference with Prime
Minister Abbas, | don’t expect anybody to
release somebody from prison who will go
kill somebody. That doesn’t make any sense.
I mean, if we're trying to fight off terror and
we're interested in a peaceful settlement, it
doesn’t make any sense to release somebody
who is going to get out of prison and start
killing.

I do hope that the Prime Minister con-
tinues to work with the Palestinian Authority
to release those prisoners that won't create
the conditions of terror.

And | believe that Prime Minister Abbas
wants peace. | know that the—his cabinet
is interested in developing the institutions
necessary for a Palestinian state to emerge
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in a peaceful way. I've been impressed by
the Finance Minister of the Palestinian Au-
thority, who's willing to put the Palestinian
budget up on the web page. In other words,
he believes in transparency. And the reason
| bring that up is that I also know that those
same Palestinians who are working for the
institutions necessary for a peaceful state to
evolve know that terrorists would like to de-
rail those plans and, therefore, are willing to
work to rout out terrorist organizations. And
look, we don’t want to put people back into
society that will make that task more com-
plicated.

Listen, thank you all very much.

Q. Mr. President, Senator Shelby says 95
percent of the redaction has nothing to do
with sources and methods, sir. Is he wrong?

President Bush. Sorry.

[At this point, Prime Minister Sharon an-
swered a final question in Hebrew, and no
translation was provided.]

President Bush. Let’s go have lunch.

NoTE: The President’s news conference began at
noon in the Rose Garden at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) and Minister of
Finance Salam Fayyad of the Palestinian Author-
ity. Prime Minister Sharon referred to former
President Saddam Hussein of Iraqg. A reporter re-
ferred to former civilian U.S. Navy intelligence
analyst Jonathan Pollard, convicted of treason and
espionage in 1987.

Executive Order 13311—Homeland
Security Information Sharing

July 29, 2003

By the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States,
including sections 892 and 893 of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (the “Act™) (6
U.S.C. 482 and 483) and section 301 of title
3, United States Code, it is hereby ordered
as follows:

Section 1. Assignment of Functions. (a)
The functions of the President under section
892 of the Act are assigned to the Secretary
of Homeland Security (the “Secretary™), ex-
cept the functions of the President under
subsections 892(a)(2) and 892(b)(7).
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(b) Subject to section 2(b) of this order,
the function of the President under section
893 of the Act is assigned to the Secretary.

(c) Procedures issued by the Secretary in
the performance of the function of the Presi-
dent under section 892(a)(1) of the Act shall
apply to all agencies of the Federal Govern-
ment. Such procedures shall specify that the
President may make, or may authorize an-
other officer of the United States to make,
exceptions to the procedures.

(d) The function of the President under
section 892(b)(7) of the Act is delegated to
the Attorney General and the Director of
Central Intelligence, to be exercised jointly.

(e) In performing the functions assigned
to the Secretary by subsection (a) of this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall coordinate with the
Secretary of State, the Secretary of Defense,
the Attorney General, the Secretary of En-
ergy, the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, the Director of Central
Intelligence, the Archivist of the United
States, and as the Secretary deems appro-
priate, other officers of the United States.

(f) A determination, under the procedures
issued by the Secretary in the performance
of the function of the President under section
892(a)(1) of the Act, as to whether, or to what
extent, an individual who falls within the cat-
egory of “State and local personnel” as de-
fined in sections 892(f)(3) and (f)(4) of the
Act shall have access to information classified
pursuant to Executive Order 12958 of April
17, 1995, as amended, is a discretionary de-
termination and shall be conclusive and not
subject to review or appeal.

Sec. 2. Rules of Construction. Nothing in
this order shall be construed to impair or oth-
erwise affect:

(a) the authority of the Director of Central
Intelligence under section 103(c)(7) of the
National Security Act of 1947, as amended
(50 U.S.C. 403-3(c)(7)), to protect intel-
ligence sources and methods from unauthor-
ized disclosure;

(b) the functions of the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget relating
to budget, administrative, or legislative pro-
posals; or

(c) the provisions of Executive Orders
12958 of April 17, 1995, as amended, and
12968 of August 2, 1995, as amended.
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Sec. 3. General Provision. This order is
intended only to improve the internal man-
agement of the Federal Government and is
not intended to, and does not, create any
right or benefit, substantive or procedural,
enforceable at law or in equity, against the
United States, its departments, agencies, or
other entities, its officers or employees, or
any other person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 29, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:18 a.m., July 30, 2003]

NoTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on July 31.

Executive Order 13312—
Implementing the Clean Diamond
Trade Act

July 29, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
Clean Diamond Trade Act (Public Law 108-
19) (the *Act”), the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, as amended (50
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), section
5 of the United Nations Participation Act,
as amended (22 U.S.C. 287c), and section
301 of title 3, United States Code, and in
view of the national emergency described
and declared in Executive Order 13194 of
January 18, 2001, and expanded in scope in
Executive Order 13213 of May 22, 2001,

I, George W. Bush, President of the
United States of America, note that, in re-
sponse to the role played by the illicit trade
in diamonds in fueling conflict and human
rights violations in Sierra Leone, the Presi-
dent declared a national emergency in Exec-
utive Order 13194 and imposed restrictions
on the importation of rough diamonds into
the United States from Sierra Leone. | ex-
panded the scope of that emergency in Exec-
utive Order 13213 and prohibited absolutely
the importation of rough diamonds from Li-
beria. | further note that representatives of
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the United States and numerous other coun-
tries announced in the Interlaken Declara-
tion of November 5, 2002, the launch of the
Kimberley Process Certification Scheme
(KPCS) for rough diamonds, under which
Participants prohibit the importation of
rough diamonds from, or the exportation of
rough diamonds to, a non-Participant and re-
quire that shipments of rough diamonds from
or to a Participant be controlled through the
KPCS. The Clean Diamond Trade Act au-
thorizes the President to take steps to imple-
ment the KPCS. Therefore, in order to im-
plement the Act, to harmonize Executive Or-
ders 13194 and 13213 with the Act, to ad-
dress further threats to international peace
and security posed by the trade in conflict
diamonds, and to avoid undermining the le-
gitimate diamond trade, it is hereby ordered
as follows:

Section 1. Prohibitions. Notwithstanding
the existence of any rights or obligations con-
ferred or imposed by any contract entered
into or any license or permit granted prior
to July 30, 2003, the following are, except
to the extent a waiver issued under section
4(b) of the Act applies, prohibited:

(a) the importation into, or exportation
from, the United States on or after July 30,
2003, of any rough diamond, from whatever
source, unless the rough diamond has been
controlled through the KPCS;

(b) any transaction by a United States per-
son anywhere, or any transaction that occurs
in whole or in part within the United States,
that evades or avoids, or has the purpose of
evading or avoiding, or attempts to violate,
any of the prohibitions set forth in this sec-
tion; and

(c) any conspiracy formed to violate any
of the prohibitions of this section.

Sec. 2. Assignment of Functions. (a) The
functions of the President under the Act are
assigned as follows:

(i) sections 4(b), 5(c), 6(b), 11, and 12 to
the Secretary of State; and

(ii) sections 5(a) and 5(b) to the Secretary
of the Treasury.

(b) The Secretary of State and the Sec-
retary of the Treasury may reassign any of
these functions to other officers, officials, de-
partments, and agencies within the executive
branch, consistent with applicable law.
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(c) In performing the function of the Presi-
dent under section 11 of the Act, the Sec-
retary of State shall establish the coordi-
nating committee as part of the Department
of State for administrative purposes only, and
shall, consistent with applicable law, provide
administrative support to the coordinating
committee. In the performance of functions
assigned by subsection 2(a) of this order or
by the Act, the Secretary of State, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, and the Secretary of
Homeland Security shall consult the coordi-
nating committee, as appropriate.

Sec. 3. Amendments to Related Executive
Orders. (a) Section 1 of Executive Order
13194 of January 18, 2001, is revised to read
as follows:

“Section 1. Except to the extent provided
by section 2 of this order, and notwith-
standing the existence of any rights or obliga-
tions conferred or imposed by any contract
entered into or any license or permit granted
prior to the effective date of this order, the
importation into, or exportation from, the
United States of any rough diamond from
Sierra Leone, on or after July 30, 2003, is
prohibited.”

(b) Section 2 of Executive Order 13194
is revised to read as follows: “Sec. 2. The
prohibitions in section 1 of this order shall
not apply to the importation or exportation
of any rough diamond that has been con-
trolled through the Kimberley Process Cer-
tification Scheme.”

(c) Sections 4(c), (d), and (e) of Executive
Order 13194 are deleted, and the word “and”
is added after the semicolon at the end of
section 4(a).

(d) Section 1 of Executive Order 13213
of May 22, 2001, is revised to read as follows:
“Section 1. Notwithstanding the existence of
any rights or obligations conferred or im-
posed by any contract entered into or any
license or permit granted prior to the effec-
tive date of this order, the direct or indirect
importation into the United States of all
rough diamonds from Liberia, whether or
not such diamonds originated in Liberia, on
or after July 30, 2003, is prohibited.”

Sec. 4. Definitions. For the purposes of
this order and Executive Order 13194, the
definitions set forth in section 3 of the Act
shall apply, and the term “Kimberley Process
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Certification Scheme” shall not be construed
to include any changes to the KPCS after
April 25, 2003.

Sec. 5. General Provisions. This order is
not intended to, and does not, create any
right or benefit, substantive or procedural,
enforceable at law or in equity by any party
against the United States, its departments,
agencies, instrumentalities or entities, its offi-
cers or employees, or any other person.

Sec. 6. Effective Date and Transmittal. (a)
Sections 1 and 3 of this order are effective
at 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight time on July
30, 2003. The remaining provisions of this
order are effective immediately.

(b) This order shall be transmitted to the
Congress and published in the Federal Reg-
ister.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 29, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:18 a.m., July 30, 2003]

NoTEe: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on July 31.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Executive Order
Implementing the Clean Diamond
Trade Act

July 29, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with section 204(b) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(b), and section 301 of
the National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1631, 1 hereby report that | have issued an
Executive Order (copy attached) to imple-
ment the Clean Diamond Trade Act, Public
Law 108-19 (the “Act™), which authorizes
the President to take steps to implement the
Kimberley Process Certification Scheme
(KPCS) for rough diamonds in the United
States. In addition, my Executive Order
amends Executive Orders 13194 and 13213
to harmonize those orders with the Act and
to reflect recent developments in Sierra
Leone and Liberia. The prohibitions in sec-
tion 1 and 3 of the order take effect at 12:01
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a.m. eastern daylight time on July 30, 2003,
and the remaining provisions of the order
take effect immediately.

On January 18, 2001, the President issued
Executive Order 13194 taking into account
United Nations Security Council Resolution
(UNSCR) 1306 of July 5, 2000. That order
declared a national emergency in response
to the role played by the illicit trade in dia-
monds in fueling conflict and human rights
violations in Sierra Leone and prohibited the
importation into the United States of rough
diamonds from Sierra Leone that were not
controlled by the Government of Sierra
Leone through its Certificate of Origin re-
gime.

On May 22, 2001, | issued Executive
Order 13213 taking into account UNSCR
1343 of March 7, 2001. That order expanded
the scope of the national emergency declared
in Executive Order 13194 to respond to,
among other things, the Government of Li-
beria’s complicity in the illicit trade in rough
diamonds through Liberia. Executive Order
13213 prohibited the direct or indirect im-
portation into the United States of all rough
diamonds from Liberia, whether or not such
diamonds originated in Liberia, except to the
extent provided in regulations, orders, direc-
tives, or licenses issued pursuant to the order.

The United Nations ban against the impor-
tation of rough diamonds from Sierra Leone
without a certificate of origin, imposed by
UNSCR 1306 and renewed by UNSCR 1446
of December 4, 2002, expired on June 4,
2003. The United Nations Security Council
decided not to renew the measure in light
of the Government of Sierra Leone’s in-
creased efforts to control and manage its dia-
mond industry and ensure proper control
over diamond mining areas, as well as the
Government’s full participation in the KPCS.
Although the hostilities fueled by and funded
with conflict diamonds have ceased in Sierra
Leone, the attendant peace and stability are
tentative, fragile, and jeopardized by ongoing
illicit diamond production and smuggling. In
addition, the Security Council, through
UNSCR 1478 of May 6, 2003, renewed for
1 year the absolute import ban on rough dia-
monds from Liberia based on evidence that
the Government of Liberia continues to
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breach the measures imposed by UNSCR
1343.

In a related development, representatives
of the United States and numerous other
countries, including Sierra Leone, an-
nounced in the Interlaken Declaration of
November 5, 2002, the launch of the KPCS.
Participants in the KPCS are expected to
prohibit the importation of rough diamonds
from, or the exportation of rough diamonds
to, a non-Participant and to require that ship-
ments of rough diamonds from or to a Partic-
ipant be controlled through the KPCS. The
Clean Diamond Trade Act, which | signed
on April 25, 2003, enables the United States
to implement the KPCS by providing that,
when the Act is in effect, the President shall,
subject to certain waiver authorities, prohibit
the importation into, or exportation from, the
United States of any rough diamond, from
whatever source, that has not been controlled
through the KPCS.

My Executive Order will implement the
Clean Diamond Trade Act and amend Exec-
utive Orders 13194 and 13213 to harmonize
those orders with the Act and to reflect re-
cent developments in Sierra Leone and Libe-
ria. Section 1 of the Executive Order puts
in place, as of July 30, 2003, the prohibitions
of section 4(a) of the Clean Diamond Trade
Act. Section 2 of my Executive Order assigns
various functions of the President under the
Act to the Secretary of State and the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, including authorizing
the Secretary of the Treasury to issue imple-
menting regulations.

Section 3 of my Executive Order amends
Executive Orders 13194 and 13213 in the fol-
lowing ways. Executive Order 13194 is re-
vised to control rough diamonds from Sierra
Leone through the KPCS, rather than
through the Certificate of Origin regime of
the Government of Sierra Leone. Executive
Order 13213 is revised to remove, consistent
with section 4(a) of the Clean Diamond
Trade Act, licensing and other authorities
with respect to rough diamonds from Liberia.

Finally, section 4 of my Executive Order
provides that for the purposes of the order
and Executive Order 13194, the definitions
set forth in section 3 of the Act shall apply,
and that the term “Kimberley Process Cer-
tification Scheme” shall not be construed to
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include any changes to the KPCS after April
25, 2003.

My Executive Order demonstrates the
U.S. commitment to exclude conflict dia-
monds from international trade, while pro-
moting the legitimate trade in rough dia-
monds that is so vital to many nations in Afri-
ca and elsewhere.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTEe: ldentical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Waiver Certification To Implement
the Clean Diamond Trade Act

July 29, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

The Clean Diamond Trade Act (Public
Law 108-19) (the “Act”) authorizes the
President to prohibit the importation into, or
exportation from, the United States of any
rough diamond that has not been “controlled
through the Kimberley Process Certification
Scheme.” Section 15 of the Act provides that
the Act shall take effect on the date on which
the President certifies to the Congress that
(1) an applicable waiver that has been grant-
ed by the World Trade Organization (WTQO)
is in effect, or (2) an applicable decision in
a resolution adopted by the United Nations
Security Council pursuant to Chapter VII of
the Charter of the United Nations is in effect.
Section 15 further provides that the Act shall
thereafter remain in effect during those peri-
ods in which, as certified by the President
to the Congress, such an applicable waiver
or decision is in effect.

On May 15, 2003, the WTO General
Council (copy attached) adopted a waiver de-
cision pursuant to Article IX of the Marra-
kesh Agreement Establishing the World
Trade Organization (WTO Agreement) con-
cerning the Kimberley Process Certification
Scheme for rough diamonds (Certification
Scheme). The decision waives the following
provisions of the WTO Agreement’s General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994: para-
graph 1 of Article I, paragraph 1 of Article
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XI, and paragraph 1 of Article X111, for meas-
ures taken consistent with the Certification
Scheme that are necessary to prohibit the ex-
port of rough diamonds to, or import of
rough diamonds from, non-Participants in
the Certification Scheme. The decision fur-
ther provides that the waiver applies to the
United States and other WTO members that
requested the waiver and to any WTO mem-
ber that notifies the WTO of its desire to
be covered by the waiver. The waiver has
retroactive effect to January 1, 2003, and will
remain in effect until December 31, 2006.
Exercising my discretion under the Act, |
hereby certify that an applicable waiver,
within the meaning of section 15 of the Clean
Diamond Trade Act, granted by the World
Trade Organization is in effect and will re-
main in effect until December 31, 2006.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTEe: ldentical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Memorandum Waiving Prohibition
on United States Military Assistance
to Parties to the Rome Statute
Establishing the International
Criminal Court

July 29, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003-28

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Waiving Prohibition on United
States Military Assistance to Parties to the
Rome Statute Establishing the International
Criminal Court

Consistent with the authority vested in me
by section 2007 of the American
Servicemembers’ Protection Act of 2002 (the
“Act”), title 11 of Public Law 107-206 (22
U.S.C. 7421 et seq.), | hereby:

» Determine that Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Djibouti, Mauritius, and
Zambia have each entered into an
agreement with the United States pur-
suant to Article 98 of the Rome Statute
preventing the International Criminal
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Court from proceeding against U.S.
personnel present in such countries;
and
» Waive the prohibition of section 2007(a)
of the Act with respect to these coun-
tries for as long as such agreement re-
mains in force.
You are authorized and directed to report
this determination to the Congress and to
publish it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Sierra Leone and Liberia

July 29, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), | am transmitting a 6-month peri-
odic report prepared by my Administration
on the national emergency declared with re-
spect to Sierra Leone and Liberia in Execu-
tive Order 13194 of January 18, 2001, as ex-
panded in scope in Executive Order 13213
of May 22, 2001.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTEe: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

The President’s News Conference
July 30, 2003

The President. Thank you. Good morn-
ing. | was hoping it would be a little hotter
here to prepare the traveling team for the
Crawford experience this August. But thank
you for coming.

I'm looking forward to going down to
Texas, and | know the Members will be going
back to their districts. As I travel around the
country from Crawford, I'm going to be fo-
cused on two vital concerns for our country:
first, the safety of the American people, and
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the economic security of the American peo-
ple.

On national security front, it has been 90
days since the end of the major combat oper-
ations in Iraq. The nation has been liberated
from tyranny and is on the path to self-gov-
ernment and peace. The lIragi Governing
Council is meeting regularly. Local police
forces are now being trained. And citizens
are being recruited into a new Iragi military,
a military that will protect the Iragi people
instead of intimidating them. Soon, rep-
resentatives of the people will begin drafting
a new constitution, and free elections will fol-
low. After decades of oppression, the people
of Irag are reclaiming their country and are
reclaiming their future.

Conditions in most of lraq are growing
more peaceful. Some areas, however, the vio-
lent remnants of Saddam Hussein’s regime,
joined by terrorists and criminals, are making
a last attempt to frighten the Iraqgi people
and to undermine the resolve of our coali-
tion. They will fail. Our coalition forces are
taking the fight to the enemy in an unrelent-
ing campaign that is bringing daily results.
Saddam Hussein’s sons did not escape the
raids, and neither will other members of that
despicable regime.

By taking the offensive against desperate
killers, Americans in uniform are assuming
great risks for our country. The American
people are proud of our Armed Forces, and
we are grateful for their sacrifice and their
service in fighting the war on terror. We also
appreciate the military families who share in
the hardship and uncertainties of this essen-
tial mission.

The rise of a free and peaceful Iraq is crit-
ical to the stability of the Middle East, and
a stable Middle East is critical to the security
of the American people. As the blanket of
fear is lifted, as Iragis gain confidence that
the former regime is gone forever, we will
gain more cooperation in our search for the
truthin Iraq.

We know that Saddam Hussein produced
and possessed chemical and biological weap-
ons and has used chemical weapons. We
know that. He also spent years hiding his
weapons of mass destruction programs from
the world. We now have teams of investiga-
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tors who are hard at work to uncover the
truth.

The success of a free Iraq will also dem-
onstrate to other countries in that region that
national prosperity and dignity are found in
representative government and free institu-
tions. They are not found in tyranny, resent-
ment, and for support of terrorism. As free-
dom advances in the Middle East, those soci-
eties will be less likely to produce ideologies
of hatred and produce recruits for terror.

The United States and our allies will com-
plete our mission in Irag, and we’ll complete
our mission in Afghanistan. We’ll keep our
word to the peoples of those nations. We'll
wage the war on terror against every enemy
who plots against our forces and our people.
I will never assume the restraint and good
will of dangerous enemies when lives of our
American citizens are at risk.

My administration is also acting to ensure
the economic security of the American peo-
ple. Paychecks are already reflecting the re-
duction in income tax rates, which is pro-
viding relief to millions of taxpayers and small
businesses. American families have begun to
receive checks from a $400-per-child in-
crease in the child tax credit. This time, when
we say the check’s in the mail, we mean it.

Through our higher expense deduction,
small businesses have an incentive to speed
up purchases of new equipment. We're be-
ginning to see hopeful signs of faster growth
in the economy, which over time will yield
new jobs. Yet the unemployment rate is still
too high. And we will not rest until Ameri-
cans looking for work can find a job.

To strengthen the economic security of the
people, Congress needs to pass a sound en-
ergy bill to make sure that our households
and businesses have a reliable, affordable
supply of energy. Congress needs to pass
legal reforms to cut down on the frivolous
lawsuits that provide a drag to our economy.
Congress needs to approve reemployment
accounts to help citizens who have the tough-
est time finding work. Congress needs to
make sure that the child credit is refundable
for lower-income families. We must continue
pursuing an aggressive, progrowth strategy
that creates jobs throughout our economy.

Economic security for America’s seniors is
threatened by the rising cost of prescription
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drugs. I'm pleased that both Houses of Con-
gress have responded by passing separate
bills providing prescription drug coverage
under Medicare. It's absolutely essential that
the House and the Senate resolve their dif-
ferences and enact a piece of legislation |
can sign. The lack of coverage for prescrip-
tion drugs and many preventative treatments
is a major gap in Medicare that denies some
of our seniors the latest and best medicine.
We must keep the promise of Medicare by
giving our seniors better coverage and better
choices.

I congratulate the House and the Senate
on a productive legislative session—so far. |
also look forward to working with the Mem-
bers this coming fall on the priorities for the
American people.

And now I'll be glad to answer some ques-
tions. Tom [Tom Raum, Associated Press],
and we’ll work our way around. There’s no
need for any unrestrained yelling. [Laughter]

Military Operations in Iraq

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. Presi-
dent, now with the deaths of the sons of Sad-
dam Hussein and the capture of his chief
bodyguard, what can you tell us about how
close we might be to actually capturing or
killing Saddam himself? And how important
would that be to ending the war and stopping
the violence against American troops? And
what do you say to those troops who fought
long and hard and now are eager to come
home, given the fact that it's hard to find
other countries to send in troops that could
serve as replacements?

The President. Okay. Tom, I'm getting a
little older, so when you ask four or five ques-
tions, it's hard for me to remember every
question.

First, we do have a good rotation plan in
place now for our troops. The 3d ID, which
has conducted a lot of the major military op-
erations at the beginning of the war, has now
got a definite time in which they are coming
home. And that in itself is a positive develop-
ment. There was some concern amongst fam-
ily members of the 3d ID that they were get-
ting mixed signals, and | understand that.
And now it’s clear as to their rotation plan.

And by the way, as we rotate, we'll be
changing the nature of the military configura-
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tion to be more of a—to have more of a—
the capacity to move very quickly and to
strike quickly, because our intelligence is get-
ting better on the ground as we're able to
pick targets, able to enrich targets and move
quickly on the targets.

What other aspects of the—I told you—
I warned you, I’'m getting older.

Deaths of Uday and Qusay Hussein

Q. | asked you how close we are to catch-
ing——

The President. Catching Saddam Hus-
sein, that’s right. Yes.

Q. ——and how important it is to——

The President. Listen—right, thank you.
Of course, it's important that the—that
Saddam’s sons were brought to justice. It
changes attitudes in Irag. People didn't be-
lieve that the Ba'athist regime was going to
be gone forever. They felt like they—you
would hear reports of Ba'athists, former
Ba'athist officials saying to lraqi citizens,
“Listen, the Americans will grow stale and
tired. They'll leave and, by the way, we'll
come back. And when we come back, we'll
come back with a vengeance if you help in
the reconstruction of the country.” So, need-
less to say, when two of the most despicable
henchmen of the Saddam Hussein regime
met their fate, the Ba'athist claim that at least
these two will come back and haunt the cit-
izen is—rings hollow.

I don’t know how close we are to getting
Saddam Hussein. You know, I—it’s closer
than we were yesterday, | guess. All I know
is we're on the hunt. It’s like if you had asked
me right before we got his sons how close
we were to get his sons, I’d say | don’t know,
but we’re on the hunt.

And so we're making progress. It's slowly
but surely making progress of bringing the—
those who terrorize their fellow citizens to
justice and making progress about convincing
the Iragi people that freedom is real. And
as they become more convinced that free-
dom is real, they’'ll begin to assume more re-
sponsibilities that are required in a free soci-
ety.

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters].
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War on Terror/Possible Terrorist Attacks

Q. Thank you, sir. Homeland Security is
warning against possible hijackings this sum-
mer. How serious is this threat, and what can
you do about it? How can Americans feel
safe?

The President. Yes. Well, first of all, the
war on terror goes on, as | continually remind
people. In other words, there are still Al
Qaida remnants that have designs on Amer-
ica. The good news is that we are, one, dis-
mantling the Al Qaida organization, and two,
we're learning more information about their
plans as we capture more people.

And the threat is a real threat. It's a threat
that where—we obviously don’t have specific
data; we don’t know when, where, what. But
we do know a couple of things. We do know
that Al Qaida tends to use the methodologies
that worked in the past. That's kind of their
mindset. And we have got some data that
indicates that they would like to use flights,
international flights, for example.

Now, what we can do is we can be—obvi-
ously, at home, continue to be diligent on
the inspection process of baggage as well as
making sure those who board aircraft are
properly screened. And obviously, we're talk-
ing to foreign governments and foreign air-
lines to indicate to them the reality of the
threat. We're conscious * of folks flying—get-
ting lists of people flying into our country
and matching them now with a much im-
proved database. International flights coming
into America must have hardened cockpit
doors, which is a positive development.

Being on alert means that we contact all
who are responsible, who have got positions
of responsibility. And so we're focusing on
the airline industry right now. And we've got
reason to do so. And I'm confident we will
thwart the attempts.

You know, let me talk about Al Qaida just
for a second. | made the statement that we're
dismantling senior management, and we are.
Our people have done a really good job of
hauling in a lot of the key operators: Khalid
Sheik Mohammed, Abu Zubaydah, Ramzi—
Ramzi al-Shibh or whatever the guy’s name
was—([laughter]—sorry, Ramzi, if | got it
wrong—T{laughter]—bin al-Shibh, excuse

*White House correction.
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me. “Swift Sword” is dead, thanks to the
Saudis. Abu Bakr is now captured by the
Saudis. We're dismantling the operating—
decisionmakers.

We've got more to do. And the American
people need to know, we’re not stopping.
We've got better intelligence-gathering, bet-
ter intelligence-sharing, and we're on the
hunt. And we will stay on the hunt. The
threat that you asked about, Steve, reminds
us that we need to be on the hunt, and—
because the war on terror goes on.

John [John King, Cable News Network].

Report of the Joint Inquiry Into the
September 11, 2001, Terrorist Attacks

Q. Mr. President, thank you. You met yes-
terday with the Saudi Foreign Minister, who
wants the administration to declassify these
27 or 28 pages about his Government in this
report on 9/11. Many Members of Congress,
including several Republicans, say they see
nothing—or at least most of the materials,
in their view, could be made public. Can you
tell us, is there any compromise in sight on
this, and could you at least summarize the
material in that classified document? Is
there, as some Members of Congress say,
material that you could read and have an in-
criminating view of the Saudi Government
when it comes to 9/11?

The President. John, the Foreign Min-
ister did come and speak to me. And 1 told
him this: | said, we have an ongoing inves-
tigation about what may or may not have
taken place prior to September the 11th. And
therefore, it is important for us to hold this
information close so that those who are being
investigated aren’t alerted.

I also told him, in the document, that if
we were to reveal the content of the docu-
ment—nby the way, 29 pages of a near 900-
page report—it would reveal sources and
methods. By that | mean it would show peo-
ple how we collect information and on whom
we're collecting information, which, in my
judgment and in the judgment of senior law
enforcement officials in my administration,
would be harmful on the war against terror.

I just described to you that there is a threat
to the United States. And | also said, we're
doing a better job of sharing intelligence and
collecting data so we're able to find—able
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to anticipate. And what we really don’t want
to do, it doesn’t make sense to me—doesn’t
seem like to me, is to reveal those sources
and methods.

Now, at some point in time, as we make
progress on the investigation and as a threat
to our national security diminishes, perhaps
we can put out the document. But in my
judgment, now is not the time to do so.

And | made that clear to him. And I will
be glad—I'm making it clear to Members of
Congress. | want to remind you that—sure,
some have spoken out, but others have
agreed with my position, like the chairman
of the House Intelligence Committee. So
there’s a different point of view. My point
of view, however, since I'm in charge of fight-
ing the war on terror, is that we won't reveal
sources and methods that will compromise
our efforts to succeed.

Campbell [Campbell Brown, NBC News].

Saddam Hussein’s Links to Al Qaida

Q. Saddam Hussein’s alleged ties to Al
Qaida were a key part of your justification
for war. Yet, your own intelligence report,
the NIE, defined it as, quote, “low con-
fidence that Saddam would give weapons to
Al Qaida.” Were those links exaggerated to
justify war? Or can you finally offer us some
definitive evidence that Saddam was working
with Al Qaida terrorists?

The President. Yes. | think, first of all,
remember | just said we've been there for
90 days since the cessation of major military
operations. Now, I know in our world where
news comes and goes and there’s this kind
of instant news, and you must have done this,
you must do this yesterday, that there’s a
level of frustration by some in the media. I'm
not suggesting you're frustrated. You don’t
look frustrated to me at all. But it's going
to take time for us to gather the evidence,
the—analyze the mounds of evidence, lit-
erally, the miles of documents that we have
uncovered.

David Kaye came to see me yesterday.
He’s going to testify in closed hearing tomor-
row, which in Washington may not be so
closed, as you know. And he was telling me
the process that they were going through to
analyze all the documentation. And that’s not
only to analyze the documentation on the
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weapons programs that Saddam Hussein had
but also the documentation as to terrorist
links.

And it’s just going to take a while, and I'm
confident the truth will come out. And there
is no doubt in my mind, Campbell, that Sad-
dam Hussein was a threat to the United
States security and a threat to peace in the
region. And there’s no doubt in my mind that
a free Iraq is important. It's got strategic con-
sequences for not only achieving peace in the
Middle East, but a free Irag will help change
the habits of other nations in the region who
will make it—which will make America much
more secure.

John [John Roberts, CBS News].

Decision To Go to War in Iraq

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Building sort
of on that idea, it's impossible to deny that
the world is a better place in the region, cer-
tainly a better place without Saddam Hus-
sein. But there’s a sense here in this country
and a feeling around the world that the U.S.
has lost credibility by building the case for
Iraq upon sometimes flimsy or, some people
have complained, nonexistent evidence. I'm
just wondering, sir, why did you choose to
take the world to war in that way?

The President. Yes. You know, look, in
my line of work, it's always best to produce
results, and | understand that. The—for a
while the questions were, “Could you con-
ceivably achieve a military victory in Iraq?
You know, the dust storms have slowed you
down.” And | was a patient man, because
| realized that we would be successful in
achieving our military objective.

Now, of course, the question is, will Irag
ever be free, and will it be peaceful? And
I believe it will. I remind some of my friends
that it took us a while to go from the Articles
of Confederation to the United States Con-
stitution. Even our own experiment with de-
mocracy didn't happen overnight. | never
have expected Thomas Jefferson to emerge
in Iraq in a 90-day period.

And so, this is going to take time. And the
world will see what | mean when | say, a
free Iraq will help peace in the Middle East,
and a free Irag will be important for changing
the attitudes of the people in the Middle
East. A free Irag will show what is possible
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in a world that needs freedom, in a part of
the world that needs freedom.

Let me finish for a minute, John, please.
Just getting warmed up. I'm kind of finding
my feet. [Laughter]

Saddam Hussein was a threat. The United
Nations viewed him as a threat. That's why
they passed 12 resolutions. Predecessors of
mine viewed him as a threat. We gathered
a lot of intelligence. That intelligence was
good, sound intelligence on which I made
a decision.

And in order to placate the critics and the
cynics about intentions of the United States,
we need to produce evidence. And | fully
understand that. And I'm confident that our
search will yield that which I strongly believe,
that Saddam had a weapons program. | want
to remind you, he actually used his weapons
program on his own people at one point in
time, which is pretty tangible evidence. But
I’'m confident history will prove the decision
we made to be the right decision.

Q. [Inaudible]

The President. Hold on for a second.
You're through, John.

Homosexuality/Definition of Marriage

Q. Thank you, sir. Mr. President, many
of your supporters believe that homosexuality
is immoral. They believe that it's been given
too much acceptance in policy terms and cul-
turally. As someone who's spoken out in
strongly moral terms, what's your view on ho-
mosexuality?

The President. Yes. | am mindful that
we're all sinners, and | caution those who
may try to take a speck out of their neighbor’s
eye when they got a log in their own. I think
it’s very important for our society to respect
each individual, to welcome those with good
hearts, to be a welcoming country. On the
other hand, that does not mean that some-
body like me needs to compromise on an
issue such as marriage. And that’s really
where the issue is headed here in Wash-
ington, and that is the definition of marriage.
I believe in the sanctity of marriage. | believe
a marriage is between a man and a woman.
And I think we ought to codify that one way
or the other. And we've got lawyers looking
at the best way to do that.
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Stevenson [Richard Stevenson, New York
Times].

Tax Cuts/National Economy

Q. Thank you, sir. Since taking office,
you've signed into law three major tax cuts,
two of which have had plenty of time to take
effect, the third of which, as you pointed out
earlier, is taking effect now. Yet, the unem-
ployment rate has continued rising. We now
have more evidence of a massive budget def-
icit that taxpayers are going to be paying off
for years or decades to come. The economy
continues to shed jobs. What evidence can
you point to that tax cuts, at least of the vari-
ety that you have supported, are really work-
ing to help this economy? And do you need
to be thinking about some other approach?

The President. Yes. No, to answer the last
part of your question. First of all, let me—
just a quick history, recent history. The stock
market started to decline in March of 2000.
Then the first quarter of 2001 was a reces-
sion. And then we got attacked in 9/11. And
then corporate scandals started to bubble up
to the surface, which created a lack of con-
fidence in the system. And then we had the
drumbeat to war. Remember on our TV
screens—I’'m not suggesting which network
did this—but it said “March to War” every
day from last summer until the spring—
“March to War, March to War.” That’s not
a very conducive environment for people to
take risk, when they hear “March to War”
all the time.

And yet our economy is growing. In other
words, what I'm telling you is, is that we had
a lot of obstacles to overcome. The '01 tax
cuts affected the recession this way: It was
a shallow recession. That'’s positive, because
| care about people being able to find a job.
Someone said, “Well, maybe the recession
should have been deeper in order for the re-
bound to be quicker.” My attitude is, a deep-
er recession means more people would have
been hurt. And I view the actions we've taken
as a jobs program, job creation program.

Secondly, there are hopeful signs. I mean,
most economists believe that over the next
18 months we'll see positive economic
growth. Interest rates are low. Housing starts
are strong. Manufacturing indexes are im-
proving.
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There are other things we can do in Wash-
ington. As | said, we need an energy bill.
We certainly need tort reform. | think the
class action reform that’s moved out of the
House and into the Senate is something that
can be done, and it ought to be done quickly.
In other words, what I'm saying to you is,
is that there’s still work to do. But I'm opti-
mistic about the future, and | believe you'll
see more jobs created, and that’s going to
be good for the country.

Yes. Jim Rosen [James Rosen, FOX News].

North Korea

Q. Thank you, sir. You just explained that
your approach to your job is to try to produce
results. It has been roughly a year since
North Korea apprised the United States Gov-
ernment that it is seeking to reactivate its
nuclear weapons program. In that year, you
and your aides have repeatedly said that you
seek a diplomatic approach to that problem.
And yet, over that year, all we've seen from
the North Koreans are more bellicose state-
ments and more steps taken to add to their
stockpile of nuclear weapons that they al-
ready have. What can you point to in the
record over the last year by your administra-
tion for Americans to look at and say, this
President has produced results?

The President. Yes. | think that one of
the things that is important to understand
in North Korea is that the past policy of try-
ing to engage bilaterally didn’t work. In other
words, the North Koreans were ready to en-
gage, but they didn’t keep their word on their
engagement. And that ought to be a clear
signal to policymakers of what to expect with
North Korea.

Secondly, in my judgment, the best way
to convince the North Koreans to change
their attitude about a nuclear weapon pro-
gram is to have others in the neighborhood
assume responsibility alongside the United
States. So this morning, interesting enough—
I'm glad you asked that question, because |
can tell you that I talked to Hu Jintao this
morning—not anticipation of your question,
but as part of an ongoing process to encour-
age him to stay involved in the process of
discussions with Mr. Kim Chong-il, all at-
tempting to say to him that it is a—it is not
in his nation’s interest to continue developing
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these weapons and we would like to see him
dismantle those weapons programs.

As well as—I told President Hu that |
think it's very important for us to get Japan
and South Korea and Russia involved as well.
So the progress that is being made is, we're
actually beginning to make serious progress
about sharing responsibility on this issue in
such a way that | believe will lead to an attitu-
dinal change by Kim Chong-il, which will be
very positive for peace in the region.

State of the Union Address

Q. Thank you, Mr. President——

The President. Kate [Kate Snow, ABC
News].

Q. That's right. Thank you, Mr. President.

The President. How long have you
been—how long have you been in the press
corps? You look like you just came.

Q. Last week was my first week.

The President. Yes, congratulations.

Q. Thank you.

The President. Be careful whose com-
pany you're keeping, though. [Laughter]

Q. Mr. President, you often speak about
the need for accountability in many areas.
I wonder then, why is Dr. Condoleezza Rice
not being held accountable for the statement
that your own White House has acknowl-
edged was a mistake in your State of the
Union Address regarding lIrag’s attempts to
purchase uranium? And also, do you take
personal responsibility for that inaccuracy?

The President. | take personal responsi-
bility for everything | say, of course. Abso-
lutely. I also take responsibility for making
decisions on war and peace. And | analyzed
a thorough body of intelligence—good, solid,
sound intelligence that led me to come to
the conclusion that it was necessary to re-
move Saddam Hussein from power.

We gave the world a chance to do it. We
had—remember there’s—again, | don’t want
to get repetitive here, but it's important to
remind everybody that there was 12 resolu-
tions that came out of the United Nations
because others recognized the threat of Sad-
dam Hussein. Twelve times the United Na-
tions Security Council passed resolutions in
recognition of the threat that he posed. And
the difference was, is that some were not
willing to act on those resolutions. We were,
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along with a lot of other countries, because
he posed a threat.

Dr. Condoleezza Rice is an honest, fabu-
lous person, and America is lucky to have
her service. Period.

Michael Allen [Washington Post].

2004 Campaign

Q. Mr. President, with no opponent, how
can you spend $170 million or more on your
primary campaign?

The President. Just watch. [Laughter]
Keep going.

Q. Yes, sir. And with 15 fundraisers sched-
uled between—for the summer months, do
you worry about the perception that you're
unduly attentive to the interests of people
who can afford to spend $2,000 to see you?

The President. Michael, | think American
people, now that they've realized I'm going
to seek reelection, expect me to seek reelec-
tion. They expect me to actually do what can-
didates do. And so, you're right, I'll be spend-
ing some time going out and asking the
American people to support me. But most
of my time, as | say in my speeches—as I'm
sure you've been bored to tears listening to—
is that there is a time for politics, and that’s
going to be later on. I've got a lot to do.
And 1 will continue doing my job, and my
job will be to work to make America more
secure.

Steve asked a question about this Al Qaida
possible attack. Every day I am reminded
that our Nation is still vulnerable. Every day
I’'m reminded about what 9/11 means to
America. That’'s a lesson, by the way, I'll
never forget, the lesson of 9/11, because—
and | remember right after 9/11 saying that
this will be a different kind of war, but it's
a war, and sometimes there will be action,
and sometimes there won't, but we're still
threatened. And | see that almost every day,
Mike. And therefore, that is a major part of
my job.

And the other part of my job that | talked
about is the economic security of the Amer-
ican people. And | spend a lot of time on
the economy, going out and talking to the
American people about the economy and will
continue to do so.

But no, listen, since I've made the decision
to run, of course I'm going to do what can-

July 30 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

didates do. And we're having pretty good suc-
cess, which is—it’s kind of an interesting ba-
rometer, early barometer, about the support
we’re garnering.

Keil [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News],
Jeanne [Jeanne Cummings, Wall Street Jour-
nal], and then Larry [Larry McQuillan, USA
Today]. Keil. Stretch. Super Stretch.

Federal Deficit/National Economy

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. As you said
just a few moments ago, and say frequently
in your speeches, the deficit was caused var-
iously by the war, by recession, by corporate
scandals, the 9/11 attacks. But just a couple
of weeks ago, on July 15th, the Office of
Management and Budget put out a report
saying that without the tax cuts that Congress
passed, the budget would be back in surplus
by 2008, but with those tax cuts factored in,
we have deficits that year and further years
out of at least $200 billion, to use the phrase,
as far as the eye can see. Aren’t tax cuts in
part responsible for the deficits, and does
that fact concern you? Are we now in a pe-
riod where we have deficits as far as the eye
can see?

The President. We would have had defi-
cits with or without tax cuts, for this reason:
The slowdown in the economy, the decline
in the stock market starting March of 2000,
plus the recession, reduced the amount of
revenues coming into the Federal Treasury.
Secondly, we spent money on the war, and
we spent money on homeland security. My
attitude is, if we're going to put our troops
into harm’s way, they must have the very
best. And there’s no doubt we increased our
budgets on defense and homeland security.
So there would be recessions.

And so, given the—I mean, there would
be deficits. So given the fact that we're in
a recession, which had it gone on longer than
it did could have caused even more revenues
to be lost to the Treasury, | had a policy deci-
sion to make. And | made the decision to
address the recession by a tax cut. And so
part of the deficit, no question, was caused
by taxes—about 25 percent of the deficit, the
other 75—50 percent caused by lack of reve-
nues, and 25 percent caused by additional
spending on the war on terror.
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Now, we have laid out a plan which shows
that the deficit will be cut in half over the
next 5 years. And that’s good progress toward
deficit reduction. That's assuming Congress
holds the line on spending. | presented them
with a 4-percent increase in the discretionary
budget to help them hold the line on spend-
ing. They passed the budget. Now they've
got to meet the budget in their appropria-
tions process.

My first concern, Dick, was for those folks
who couldn’t find a job. And | addressed un-
employment and addressed economic stag-
nancy with a tax cut that affected growth or
the lack of growth in a positive way. And I'm
optimistic about our economy. But I'm not
going to stop working until people can find
a job who are looking for work.

Jeanne.

Workforce and Technology

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Staying with
that theme, although there are some signs
of improvement in the economy, there are
sectors in the workforce who feel like they're
being left behind. They're concerned about
jobs going overseas, that technology is taking
over jobs. And these people are finding dif-
ficulty finding work. And although you're re-
committed yourself to your tax cut policy, do
you have any ideas or any plans within the
administration of what you might do for these
people who feel like there are fundamental
changes happening in the workforce and in
the economy?

The President. Sure. Listen, I fully under-
stand what you're saying. In other words, as
technology races through the economy, a lot
of times worker skills don't keep up with
technological change. And that’s a significant
issue that we've got to address in the country.

I think my idea of reemployment accounts
makes a lot of sense. In essence, it says that
you get $3,000 from the Federal Govern-
ment to help you with training, daycare,
transportation, perhaps moving to another
city. And if, within a period of time, you're
able to find a job, you keep the balance as
a reemployment bonus.

I know the community colleges provide a
very important role in worker training, work-
er retraining. I look forward to working with
our community colleges through the Depart-
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ment of Education, coordinate closely with
States, particularly in those States in which
technology is changing the nature of the job
force. I've always found the community col-
lege—and this is from my days as the Gov-
ernor of Texas—found the community col-
lege to be a very appropriate place for job
training programs because they're more
adaptable; their curriculums are easier to
change; they’re accessible. Community col-
leges are all over the place.

And—but you’re right. I mean, I think we
need to make sure that people get the train-
ing necessary to keep up with the nature of
the jobs as jobs change.

Laurence, USA Today.

Middle East Peace Process

Q. Mr. President, you've been involved
now in the Mideast peace process and have
certainly learned firsthand how develop-
ments like creation of a fence can complicate
progress. Based on that, when you stood
there about a year ago and proposed your
roadmap, you spoke about a Palestinian state
in 2005. 1 mean, do you think that goal is
still realistic, or is it likely to slide just be-
cause it's so hard to make headway?

The President. | do think it's realistic. |
also know when we start sliding goals, it
makes progress less realistic. Absolutely, |
think it’s realistic, and | think we’re making
pretty good progress in a short period of
time.

I'm impressed by Prime Minister Abbas’
vision of a peaceful Palestinian state. | be-
lieve him when he says that we must rout
out terror in order for a Palestinian state to
exist. | believe he’s true. | think Mr. Dahlan,
his Security Chief, also recognizes that.

And we've got to help those two leaders
in a couple of ways to realize that vision of
a peaceful Palestinian state. One is to provide
help and strategy to Mr. Dahlan so that he
can lead Palestinian security forces to the dis-
mantlement of bomb-making factories, rock-
et-making factories inside Gaza and the West
Bank. That's going to be a very important
part of earning the confidence of the world,
for that matter. We've also got to recognize
that there are things that can happen on the
ground that will strengthen Mr. Abbas’ hand,



1012

relative to the competition, moving—for ex-
ample, movement throughout the country.

So | spent time talking to Prime Minister
Sharon yesterday about checkpoints. We dis-
cussed the difference between a checkpoint
for security purposes and a checkpoint that
might be there that's—that isn't—there for
inconvenience purposes; let me put it to you
that way. We talked about all the thorny
issues.

But the most important thing is that we
now have an interlocutor in Mr. Abbas who
is committed to peace and who believes in
the aspirations of the Palestinian people.

One of the most interesting visits I've had
on this issue took place in the Oval Office
there with the Finance Minister of the Pales-
tinian Authority. 1 was pleased to discover
that he—I think he received a degree from
the University of Texas, which gave me even
more confidence when he spoke. But he is
a—he talked about how a free state, free
country, will flourish when the Palestinians
are just given a chance.

See, he believes in the Palestinian people
to the point where he’s willing to take risks
for peace. As | understand it, he’s put the
Palestinian budget on the web page. That's—
that’s what we call transparency in the diplo-
matic world. It means that he’s willing to
show the finances to make it clear they're
not stealing money—is another way to put
it. That's a positive development, Larry.

So I—what | first look at is attitudes. |
also believe Prime Minister Sharon is com-
mitted to a peaceful Palestinian state. He’s
committed because he understands that |
will in no way compromise the security of
the Israeli people—or the Palestinian people,
for that matter—to terror, that he knows
when | say we're willing to fight terror, we
mean it, because we proved it.

I thought it was interesting yesterday, by
the way, that he spoke clearly about Iraq and
the importance of Iraq in terms of Middle
Eastern peace as well. And | believe he’s
right on that. | believe that a free Irag will
make it easier to achieve peace in that part
of the world. I also know that we've got to
get others in the neighborhood to continue
to remind certain countries that it will be
frowned upon if they destabilize the process.
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The stated objective of Iran is the destruc-
tion of Israel, for example. And we've got
to work in a collective way with other nations
to remind Iran that they shouldn’t develop
a nuclear weapon. It’s going to require more
than one voice saying that, however. It's
going to require a collective effort of the Eu-
ropeans, for example, to recognize the true
threat of an armed Iran to achieving peace
in the Middle East. And—but I'm pleased
by the attitudes.

You know, when | was in Agaba, | don’t
know if you remember, but | asked Prime
Minister Sharon and Prime Minister Abbas
to go outside. | wanted to watch the body
language, first and foremost, just to make
sure we weren’t fooling ourselves, that when
leaders commit to being able to work with
each other, you can get a pretty good sense
of that commitment.

What was also interesting on the outside
meeting—I mean, it was a very cordial dis-
cussion, and there was the desire for these
leaders to talk. And they have talked since
the Agaba meeting, and that’s a positive de-
velopment. But what was also interesting, as
Condi reported to me later, to watch the dis-
cussions between the different—both Cabi-
nets. And we were watching carefully to de-
termine if there’s the will for peace. We have
found a person who has got the will to work
for peace, and that’s Prime Minister Abbas.

We'll work through the issues that are net-
tlesome. And there will be some big issues
that come along. But the first thing that has
to happen is, the Palestinian people have got
to realize there’s hope in a free society. And
if they choose the leader that is most likely
to—choose to back the leader that is most
likely to deliver that hope.

Carl [Carl Cannon, National Journal].

HIV/AIDS Initiative

Q. I want to ask you about something else
in your State of the Union.

The President. Okay.

Q. You spoke and got great applause from
both sides of the aisle about a new initiative
in Africa for AIDS and mentioned the figure,
$15 billion over 3 years. When the AIDS
community and some of the activists got into
the budget, they said when they saw your
budget, they said it was really a little less
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than that. And these conversations have gone
back and forth, and they said, really more
like $10 billion in new money. And then
somebody told me it was really more like
$400 million for the first year. | want to ask
you here, in the Rose Garden, will you reit-
erate that $15-billion figure and make sure,
personally, that it's really delivered to Africa?

The President. Yes, | will, Carl, abso-
lutely, $15 billion. Now, that's not new
money. The person who said, it's $15 billion
on top of that which we're already—$10 bil-
lion on top of that which we’re already spend-
ing equals the $15 billion. Secondly, there
is some discussion about the first-year budg-
et. In other words, we didn’t send up a budg-
et—$15 billion over 5—we didn't send up
$3 billion. We sent up something less than
$3 billion, because we didn’t think the pro-
gram could ramp up fast enough to absorb
that amount of money early.

So it's not—people then say, “Well, wait
a minute. He doesn’t believe what he said.”
Well, that’s just simply not true. As a matter
of fact, after my trip to Africa, 1 know we’re
doing the right thing, even more.

But the OMB came up with a plan that
allows for a smaller amount in the beginning.
I think it's about a little less than $2.5 billion
initially, and it ramps up more in the out-
years as the program is capable of absorbing
a lot of money.

You know, one of the things we looked
for over there in Africa was whether or not
countries could absorb money. In other
words, whether—for example, was the dis-
tribution system for antiretrovirals in place?
It doesn’t make any sense to load up on
antiretrovirals if the distribution system won't
get them out. In other words, there’s some
things some countries have to do to prepare
for the arrival of a lot of money, and we rec-
ognize that, Carl.

The commitment is there, absolutely. And
a matter of fact, we're doing the right thing
in Africa. The American people have got to
understand that we're a blessed country, and
when we find the kind of suffering that exists
in Africa, we will help. And we are.

Liberia
Q. Liberia question?
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The President. You want to ask a Liberian
question? Please do.

Q. Thank you. Do you expect American
troops to be landing in any large force in Li-
beria soon? And how far can the U.S. go in
other international conflicts? When are we
stretched too thin?

The President. Yes, very good question.
First of all, the conditions that | laid out for
the Liberian rescue mission still exist.
Charles Taylor must go; the cease-fire must
be in place; and we will be there to help
ECOWAS. And so we're working to get those
conditions in place. And we will continue
working to get them in place until they are
in place, at which point we will then take
the necessary steps to get ECOWAS in place,
so that we can deliver aid and help to suf-
fering Liberians.

I also want to remind you, | also said the
troop strength will be limited, and the time-
frame will be limited. And we're working on
that. The idea, of course, is to go in, stabilize
the situation, get the NGOs moving back in
to—to their positions to be able to help de-
liver aid, and then work immediately with the
United Nations to provide blue helmets—
maybe blue helmets, some of the ECOWAS
forces in place, provide other blue helmets,
and that the United Nations would then take
up the peacekeeping mission as well as the
political mission, in order to provide the
framework for a transition to democracy. And
hopefully, that will help stabilize the situa-
tion. 1 think it will.

Hutch [Ron Hutcheson, Knight Ridder].

Iran

Q. | wanted to ask you about Iran, one
of your other countries in the axis of evil.
One of the things we learned from that
“March to War” is that when you start warn-
ing countries, they better pay attention. Are
we now in the early stages of a “March to
War” in Iran? Or are they more like in the
category of North Korea?

The President. No, I—look, Hutch, I re-
member right after Iraq the first thing that
happened out of—out of some writers’ pens
was that, “Oh, no, they're getting ready to
attack either Syria or Iran.” You know, the
“March to War” is a campaign that's just
going to march everywhere.
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I—all options remain on the table. | be-
lieve that the best way to deal with the Ira-
nians at this point in time is to convince oth-
ers to join us in a clear declaration that the
development of a nuclear weapon is not in
their interests. | believe a free Iraq will affect
the lives of Iranians. | want to thank the dias-
pora here in the United States, particularly
in L.A.—which reminds me, my last question
is going to Ed [Ed Chen, Los Angeles
Times]. And—so you can prepare for it, Ed.
We've got a lot of our fellow citizens who
are in e-mail contact, phone contact with
people who live throughout Iran. And | want
to thank them for that.

Interestingly enough, there’s a TV station
that 1 think has been—people have read
about that is broadcast out of L.A. by one
of our citizens. He’'s—he or she has footed
the bill. It's widely watched. The people of
Iran are interested in freedom, and we stand
by their side. We stand on the side of those
who are desperate for freedom in Iran. We
understand their frustrations in living in a so-
ciety that is totalitarian in nature. And now
is the time for the world to come together,
Ron, to send a clear message.

And so | spent time with Prime Minister
Berlusconi on the ranch, and | talked to him
about the need for the EU to send a very
clear message, along with the United States.
As you know—some of you have been on the
trips with me to Russia, and you remember
me talking with my friend Vladimir Putin
about the need to be mindful of the Iranians’
desire to have a nuclear weapon. We're mak-
ing progress there. | really believe that we
can solve this issue peacefully, but this is an
issue that’s going to require a concerted ef-
fort by nations around the world to work with
the United States, particularly in Europe, to
speak clearly to the Iranian administration.

The other thing that’s interesting about
Iran is that they do have Al Qaida. They've
admitted they got Al Qaida. Now, that's posi-
tive, that the Al Qaida is not talking to any-
body. I mean, I would rather them be held
somewhere other than out moving around,
plotting and planning. And | would just hope
the Iranians would listen to the request of
countries in their neighborhood to turn them
over. In other words, some of the countries
of origin for these Al Qaida operatives have
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asked for those Al Qaida detainees to be sent
back to the country of origin. It would be
very helpful for the Iranians to make that
decision.

Ed, last question.

Q. Mr. President——

The President. Hold on for a minute,
please. Ed.

California Recall Campaign

Q. Good morning, Mr. President. Since
California is on your mind, I'd like to ask
you about the recall campaign. Since you're
not only the leader of this country, but as
someone who came into office under extraor-
dinarily partisan circumstances, do you view
this recall, which was funded almost entirely
by one wealthy Republican who would like
to be Governor, as a legitimate, democratic
exercise? And do you have a candidate in this
fight, since one of the potential successors
is somebody you've backed before?

The President. Ed, let me tell you how
I view it. I've got a lot of things on my mind,
and I view it like a interested political ob-
server would view it. You know, it's kind of
a—we’re not used to recalls in Texas, for ex-
ample, thankfully. I think that—I think the
most important opinion is not mine, but it’s
the people of California. Their opinion is
what matters on a recall. It's their decision
to decide whether or not there will be a re-
call, which they decided. Now they get to
decide who the Governor is going to be. And
that’s really my only comment I've got.

Listen, thank you all very much for giving
me a chance to come and answer some of
your questions. For those of you who are
traveling to Crawford, gosh, did you luck out.
And we look forward to seeing you there.
[Laughter] Thank you.

NoTE: The President’s news conference began at
10:33 a.m. in the Rose Garden at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to former
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Uday and
Qusay Hussein, sons of former President Hussein,
who were killed July 22 by U.S. military forces
in Mosul, Irag; Khalid Sheik Mohammed, senior
Al Qaida leader responsible for planning the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was cap-
tured in Pakistan on March 1; Abu Zubaydah, a
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization who
was captured March 28; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an
Al Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan
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the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was
captured in Karachi, Pakistan; Abu Bakr Al Azdi,
senior Al Qaida associate responsible for the May
12 bombing in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia; Foreign
Minister Saud al-Faysal al Saud of Saudi Arabia;
former United Nations weapons inspector David
Kaye; President Hu Jintao of China; Chairman
Kim Chong-il of North Korea; Prime Minister
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen), Minister of State
for Security Affairs Mohammed Dahlan, and Fi-
nance Minister Salam Fayyad of the Palestinian
Authority; Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel;
President Charles Taylor of Liberia; Prime Min-
ister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy; and President
Vladimir Putin of Russia.

Remarks on the 38th Anniversary of
Medicare

July 30, 2003

Thank you all for coming. Welcome to the
people’s house. We're thrilled you're here.
Tommy is right; 38 years ago, Lyndon John-
son signed the Medicare Act. What | found
interesting was that he had the ceremony in
Independence, Missouri, so that former
President Harry Truman could be there, be-
cause Truman had set out the vision of Medi-
care many years before that. A few minutes
after 3 o’clock, Medicare became law, and
President Johnson handed the first Medicare
card to Harry Truman.

Health insurance for elderly and disabled
Americans was one of the greatest, most
compassionate legislative achievements of
the 20th century. It spared millions of seniors
from needless worry and hardship. Since
1965, every President and every Congress
has had the responsibility to uphold the
promise of Medicare, and we will uphold our
promise. We will do our duty.

The 38th anniversary of Medicare is a time
for action. The purpose of the Medicare sys-
tem is to deliver modern medicine to Amer-
ica’s seniors. That’s the purpose. And in the
21st century, delivering modern medicine re-
quires coverage for prescription drugs.

Both Houses of Congress have passed
Medicare improvements that include pre-
scription coverage. Now the House and Sen-
ate must iron out the remaining differences
and send me a bill. For the sake of our sen-
iors, for the sake of future retirees, we must
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strengthen and modernize Medicare this
year.

I appreciate Tommy Thompson taking the
lead on this issue for this administration.
He—I knew him when he was a Governor.
| figured he’d make a pretty good Cabinet
Secretary—([laughter]—and he proved me
right. He’s doing a fabulous job. He is the
point man on the Hill on this complex, im-
portant legislation.

And we've got two of the Members from
the Senate who have worked really hard to
see to it that the legislation came to fruition
and passed the Senate and are working hard
to get a good bill out of the conference, and
that's—starting with the majority leader of
the United States Senate, Bill Frist from
Tennessee; the ranking member on the Fi-
nance Committee from the State of Mon-
tana, that would be Max Baucus, Senator
Baucus. For those of you who don't follow
politics—[laughter]—Frist is a Republican—
[laughter]l—Baucus is a Democrat—{[laugh-
ter]—both of them willing to put aside party
to focus on what's doing right for the seniors.
And | appreciate their leadership of both
these Senators. Thank you all for coming.
You set a good example for the body you
represent.

I appreciate Tom Scully, who is with us.
He is the Administrator for the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services. That is a
long title for a very tough job. And I appre-
ciate Scully’s knowledge on this issue. He
too, along with Secretary Thompson, is work-
ing the Hill, along with members of my staff,
working hard with Senators and Congress-
men from both parties to come up with a
bill that will stand the test of time.

I want to thank top docs in my administra-
tion who are traveling the country to talk
about the benefits of Medicare reform. Rich
Carmona is the Surgeon General of the
United States. Thank you for coming, Doc.
Dr. Julie Gerberding directs the Center for
Disease Control and Prevention. It's a tough
and important job. Mark McClellan is the
Commissioner of the FDA, the Food and
Drug Administration. Elias Zerhouni is the
Director of the National Institute of
Health—all four great Americans, all four
fine doctors, all four doing a really good job
on behalf of the American citizens.
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On a piece of legislation like this, there’s
a—it obviously attracts the attention of advo-
cates, people who are willing to get involved
in the process, people who work hard on be-
half of the constituents they represent. Today
we've got Jim Parkel and Bill Novelli. Jim
is the president, Bill Novelli is the director
and CEO of AARP. I'm honored you all are
here. Thanks. Thanks for providing such
good leadership for all.

There’s a group involved in the process
called United Seniors Association. It's head-
ed by Charlie Jarvis. He's the chairman and
CEO, and Charlie is with us today. Thank
you for coming, Charlie. Representing the 60
Plus Association is my long-time friend, Jim
Martin. Thank you for coming. I'm glad
you're here.

I want to thank those of you who are here
today for your interest. I want to thank our
fellow citizens who may be watching this on
C-SPAN, if it happens to be on C-SPAN—
seems like everything is on C-SPAN these
days—{laughter]—for your interest in this
very important issue.

You know, for a long time Medicare was
called “Mediscare,” and it meant that polit-
ical people weren’t supposed to touch it for
fear of losing an election, that when you
talked about reforming Medicare, then all of
a sudden you were supposed to lose because
people would bang you over the head on the
issue. | think we're beyond that, and that’s
a very positive development. A lot of you in
this room have helped us get beyond that,
and | want to thank you for that. Now we've
got hard work to do to get this process across
the line.

I'm joined onstage, by the way, by some
of our fellow citizens, who I'll talk about in
a little bit about how the current Medicare
plan as envisioned by a lot of us will help
in their daily lives. But let me start by telling
you this: For four decades, it's important for
our citizens to know that Medicare has done
exactly what it was created to do, which is
pretty unusual for an act of Congress—
[laughter]—in all due respect. [Laughter]
Under Medicare, older Americans have ac-
cess to good quality health care in a system
of private medicine. That what it was in-
tended to do, and that’s what it has done.
Seniors and people with disabilities have
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greater peace of mind knowing that Medi-
care will always be there. It was the initial
intent of the law, and that’s what it has done.

Medicare coverage has helped protect the
savings of our seniors and shielded their fam-
ilies from costs they may not be able to af-
ford. Medicare is an important national
achievement, and it is a continuing moral re-
sponsibility of our Federal Government.
Americans are proud of our Medicare pro-
gram. We must make sure that Medicare fits
the needs of our seniors today. It has done
what it was supposed to do. Our task is to
make sure it continues to do what it was sup-
posed to do.

It was created at a time when medicine
consisted mostly of house calls and surgery
and long hospital stays. Now modern medi-
cine includes preventative care, outpatient
procedures, and at-home care. Medicine is
changing. Many invasive surgeries are now
unnecessary because of the miraculous new
prescription drugs being developed. Most
Americans have coverage for all this new
medicine, yet seniors relying exclusively on
Medicare do not have coverage for most pre-
scription drugs.

No one intended for Medicare to develop
these major gaps in coverage. That was not
the initial intent of the law. There are gaps
in coverage now. Medicine has changed.
Medicare hadn't. We must fill those gaps.
Medicare must be modernized.

Let me give you a couple of examples by
what 1 mean when | talk about moderniza-
tion. Medicare today will pay for extended
hospital stays for ulcer surgery at a cost of
up to $28,000 per patient. This is important
coverage. Yet Medicare will not pay for drugs
that eliminate the cause of most ulcers, drugs
that cost about $500 a year. Medicare will
pay for the cost to treat a stroke, including
bills from the hospital and rehab center, doc-
tors, home health aides, and outpatient care.
That's what Medicare pays for. Those costs
can total up to $100,000. This is essential cov-
erage; it's vital coverage. Yet Medicare does
not cover the blood-thinning drugs that pre-
vent strokes in the first place, drugs that cost
less than $1,000 a year.

The Medicare system has got a lot of
strengths, no question about it. Yet it is often
slow to respond to the dramatic changes in
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medicine, and that's what we've got to ad-
dress. That’s what we are addressing.

The best way to provide our seniors with
prescription drug coverage and better pre-
ventative care is to give them better choices
under Medicare. If seniors have choices,
health plans will compete for their business
by offering better coverage at affordable
prices.

Both Houses of Congress have passed bills
that follow the framework of reform that |
suggested and others have suggested. Under
either bill, seniors who want to stay in current
Medicare have that option plus a new pre-
scription drug benefit. Seniors who want en-
hanced benefits, such as coverage for ex-
tended hospital stays and protection against
high out-of-pocket expenses, will have that
choice as well. Seniors who like managed-
care plans will have that option as well. All
low-income seniors will receive extra help so
that all seniors will have the ability to choose
a Medicare option that includes a prescrip-
tion drug benefit.

Many retirees depend on employer-spon-
sored health plans for their prescription drug
coverage. That’s a reality in today’s society.
Medicare legislation—the legislation that
these two good Senators are working hard
on—should encourage employers to con-
tinue to provide those benefits while extend-
ing drug coverage to millions of Medicare
beneficiaries who now lack it. It's important
that those who have assumed the responsi-
bility—corporate responsibility of providing
prescription drugs for their retirees keep pro-
viding that benefit. And | know the Senators
are working on that important part of the
Medicare legislation.

Every Member of Congress gets to choose
a health coverage plan that makes the most
sense for them, and so does their staff. So
does every Federal employee, and so should
every senior have that choice. See, choice is
good. It makes sense. | can understand why
Members of Congress have said, “Well, look,
give me more than one option if you don’t
mind. I'm plenty capable of choosing for my-
self. I'd like to see what's available. As a mat-
ter of fact, I'd like to have my demand be
listened to. I'd like to have plans begin to
tailor their services to what | think is nec-
essary for me.” And seniors should have that
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same option, it seems like to me. Seniors are
plenty capable of making decisions for what's
best for them.

For seniors without any drug coverage
now, these reforms will help a lot. Let me
tell you what I mean by that. In return for
a monthly premium of about $35 or about
a dollar a day, seniors now without coverage
will see their drug bills cut roughly in half.
That's the good work that these Senators
have done. They've heard the call and they’re
responding with a piece of legislation that
will help seniors save money.

A senior with a monthly drug cost of $200
will save between $1,300 and $1,800 on drug
costs each year. That's under the bills that
have been passed now. A senior with a
monthly drug cost of $800—monthly cost of
$800 would save between $5,700 a year and
$6,100 each year on drug costs. That's some
pretty good change.

The House and the Senate have got to
work out their differences, and they’re going
to. This is—I believe that there’s a spirit of
cooperation and a can-do attitude amongst
the conferees. But in either version of their
bills, seniors who currently lack drug cov-
erage will see real savings, and that's a posi-
tive reform for a lot of our fellow citizens.

As we move toward this system, we will
provide seniors with a drug discount card
that saves them 10 to 25 percent off the cost
of all drugs, so they’ll start seeing savings im-
mediately as well. The conferees, | know, are
working on the drug discount card now to
make sure we can iron out any differences,
and | was briefed on that today by our staff-
ers who are working close with the conferees.

We have some seniors, as | mentioned,
with us today—some citizens with us today
that would like to see the legislation move
forward for practical reasons. A lot of times
in Washington we talk about statistics and
laws and hearings, and | always like to bring
the human element to the front so people
get to see how these bills will actually affect
people’s lives in a positive way.

Mary Jane Jones from Midlothian, Vir-
ginia, is with us today. She’s a Medicare re-
cipient. She’s 69 years old. She'd like to be
retired for good. [Laughter] But she has to
work 20 hours a week just to make sure she
can afford her nearly $500-a-month bill for
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prescription drugs and insulin. Sometimes,
she says, she uses her insulin needles 3 or
4 times to save money. That's a story I'm
confident that those who have held hearings
in Congress or members of groups up here
hear from their members.

Mary Jane says that getting about half her
drug cost covered would be a big help. That
way, she says, she wouldn’t have to work con-
stantly. Seniors like Mary Jane have made
their plans. This bill will help them enjoy
their retirement.

Refa Ryan is with us from Warrenton, Vir-
ginia. She has Medicare. She doesn’t have
drug coverage, and she pays $120 to $200
a month for medicine. Three years ago, when
she was having a hard time making payments
on her drugs, rather than asking someone for
help, she was ready to sell her engagement
ring. Fortunately, Denise found out about it
and bought the ring so it stayed in the family.
Refa says she appreciates what Congress is
trying to do to add drug coverage to Medi-
care.

“l wouldn’t be anxious all the time,” she
said. “I wouldn’t have to worry all the time.”
See, this bill will help our seniors not have
to worry all the time. And that’s why there’s
momentum toward getting something done.

I also fully recognize that there are some
that are beginning to think about what Medi-
care means when they retire. | might be one
of them. [Laughter] There’'s some baby
boomers that are beginning to look out and
say, “Medicare isn't going to be there. Is it
going to be modern when we get ready?”

In support of what I know the Senators
are doing and Members of the House are
doing, the conferees are doing, is that they're
thinking not only to make sure the system
works for our seniors today but make sure
that seniors—I mean, that the seniors-to-be
have got a plan available for them and that
most of us in the baby boomer era, we like
the idea of choices. We want to be able to
pick and choose to help meet our needs. We
want to make sure that the system is—kind
of listens to the demand of the citizen.

Richard Kamenitzer is with us. Richard
and | are of the same generation. It says in
here he and his wife, Rose Marie, are in their
fifties. Well, Laura and | are in our fifties
too. He's from Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania.
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He’s a self-employed guy. He’s a part of the
entrepreneurial class here in America. He’s
a small-business man, and he and his wife
take about seven medications a day right
now. Now, he’s probably beginning to won-
der, after he retires, how can he afford seven
medications—he and his wife—a day? Who's
going to pay for it?

He said—here’s what he says, with drug
coverage and Medicare, about the new plans
that we're trying to get done. He said, “I'd
have a fighting chance”—that is, “l would
have a fighting chance to enjoy retirement.
Without it, 1 don’t know what I'd do. Retire-
ment, in a sense, may be out of the question,
because 1 won't be able to afford the pre-
scriptions | desperately need.”

See, not only are we talking about helping
the seniors today who are on Medicare; we're
talking about the ones getting ready to get
on Medicare too. And that’s why these folks
are thinking beyond just the immediate. We
want a plan that stands the test of time. Re-
member, the plan that Lyndon Johnson
signed was pretty effective for four decades.
We have a chance to do the same thing here
in Washington, DC.

I know that Congress is listening to the
voices of the retired and near-retired. And
| appreciate that very much. | appreciate the
willingness throughout all the Federal Gov-
ernment to give our seniors and those living
with disabilities the kind of options they de-
serve, the kind of hearing that they want. We
should not let another Medicare anniversary
go by without modernizing the system, with-
out giving our seniors—[applause].

The Senate, | think, is getting ready to go
out on the August vacation. We're certainly
pulling for you to go out. [Laughter] The
House is already gone. They're in their dis-
tricts. They’'ll be listening to the people, and
I know Americans who are concerned about
this issue will want to make their voices
heard. And we, of course, urge you to do
s0. We urge you to contact your Member
of your House and your Senators and let
them know your thoughts on Medicare re-
form. Let them know that we expect to plow
through the doubts and the obstacles and get
a good bill to the President’s desk. My pen
is ready. I'm ready to sign a good bill.
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I know that this August, staff members of
the conference will be working. And for
those staff members who are here, 1 want
to thank you for grinding through a complex
piece of legislation and working out your dif-
ferences. And then when the Members come
back, we'll have some heavy lifting to do. But
| want to be there to help you carry the load.

We've all come to Washington, those of
us who have been elected to office, to serve
something greater than ourself. And we have
a duty and a call to not only describe a prob-
lem but to address it. And in this case, when
we do, the lives of our fellow citizens will
be improved.

I want to thank you for your interest in
this really important subject, thank the two
Senators who have joined us today. | want
to thank the members of my Cabinet who
are here.

May God bless you all, and may God con-
tinue to bless the United States of America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Statement on the Earth Observation
Summit

July 31, 2003

The United States is pleased to host more
than 30 nations at the Earth Observation
Summit. The Summit participants will dis-
cuss plans for achieving the goal of building
a better integrated Earth observation system
in the next 10 years, an objective established
by the G-8 heads of state in Evian, France,
in June 2003. An integrated Earth observa-
tion system will benefit people around the
world, particularly those in the Southern
Hemisphere. Working together, our nations
will develop and link observation tech-
nologies for tracking weather and climate
changes in every corner of the world, which
will allow us to make more informed deci-
sions affecting our environment and econo-
mies. Our cooperation will enable us to de-
velop the capability to predict droughts, pre-
pare for weather emergencies, plan and pro-
tect crops, manage coastal areas and fish-
eries, and monitor air quality.
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Executive Order 13313—Delegation
of Certain Congressional Reporting
Functions

July 31, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
301 of title 3, United States Code, it is hereby
ordered as follows:

Section 1. The functions of the President
of submitting certain recurring reports to the
Congress are assigned as follows:

(a) The Secretary of State shall submit the
following reports:

1. Report on Kosovo Peacekeeping, con-
sistent with section 1213 of Public Law 106-
398;

2. Report on Bosnia and U.S. Forces in
NATO-Led Stabilization Force (SFOR), con-
sistent with section 7(b) of Public Law 105-
174 and section 1203(a) of Public Law 105—
261;

3. Report on Partnership for Peace Devel-
opments, consistent with section 514 of Pub-
lic Law 103-236 (22 U.S.C. 1928 note);

4. Report on U.S. Military Personnel and
U.S. Civilian Contractors in Colombia, con-
sistent with section 3204(f) of Public Law
106-246;

5. Report on Nuclear Nonproliferation,
consistent with section 601(a) of Public Law
95-242, as amended by Public Law 103-236
(22 U.S.C. 3281(a));

6. Report on Resolution of the Cyprus Dis-
pute, consistent with section 620C(c) of Pub-
lic Law 87-195, as amended by Public Law
95-384 (22 U.S.C. 2373(c));

7. Report on Peacekeeping, consistent
with section 4 of Public Law 79-264, as
amended (22 U.S.C. 287b);

8. Report on Proposed Refugee Admis-
sions, consistent with section 207(d)(1) of
Public Law 96-212 (8 U.S.C. 1157(d)(1));

9. Report on Continued Compliance With
the Provisions of the Jackson-Vanik Amend-
ment, consistent with sections 402(b) and
409(b) of Public Law 93-618, as amended
(19 U.S.C. 2432(b), 2439(b));

10. Report Regarding Conditions in
Burma and U.S. Policy Toward Burma, con-
sistent with section 570(d) of Public Law
104-208;
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11. Report on Tibet Negotiations, con-
sistent with section 613(b) of Public Law
107-228 (22 U.S.C. 6901 note);

12. Report on Strategy for Meeting Secu-
rity Needs of Afghanistan, consistent with
section 206(c)(2) of Public Law 107-327 (22
U.S.C. 7536(c)(2));

13. Report on Proliferation of Missiles and
Essential Components of Nuclear, Biologi-
cal, Chemical, and Radiological Weapons,
consistent with section 1308(a) of Public Law
107-228 (50 U.S.C. 2368(a));

14. Report on the National Emergency
With Respect to Proliferation of Weapons of
Mass Destruction, Executive Order 12938,
consistent with section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1641(c);

15. Report on Adherence to and Compli-
ance With Arms Control Agreements and
Nonproliferation Agreements and Commit-
ments, consistent with section 403 of Public
Law 87-297, as amended (22 U.S.C. 2593a);

16. Report on Chemical Weapons Conven-
tion Inspections, consistent with section 309
of the Chemical Weapons Convention Im-
plementation Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6728);

17. Report on U.S. Participation in the
United Nations, consistent with section 4 of
Public Law 79-264, as amended (22 U.S.C.
287b); and

18. Report on Russian Proliferation to Iran
and Other Countries of Proliferation Con-
cern, consistent with section 1206 of Public
Law 107-314 (22 U.S.C. 5952 note).

(b) The Secretary of the Treasury shall
submit the following reports:

1. Report on the National Emergency
With Respect to Libya, Executive Order
12543, consistent with section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1641(c), and section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(c);

2. Report on the National Emergency
With Respect to the Western Balkans, Exec-
utive Order 13219, consistent with section
401(c) of the National Emergencies Act, 50
U.S.C. 1641(c), and section 204(c) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c);
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3. Report on the National Emergency
With Respect to the Risk of Nuclear Pro-
liferation Relating to the Disposition of
Highly Enriched Uranium Extracted from
Nuclear Weapons of the Government of the
Russian Federation, Executive Order 13159,
consistent with section 401(c) of the National
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and
section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c);

4. Report on the National Emergency
With Respect to Burma, Executive Order
13047, consistent with section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1641(c), and section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(c);

5. Report on the National Emergency
With Respect to Middle East Terrorism, Ex-
ecutive Order 12947, consistent with section
401(c) of the National Emergencies Act, 50
U.S.C. 1641(c), and section 204(c) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c);

6. Report on the National Emergency
With Respect to the 1979 Iranian Emergency
and Assets Blocking, Executive Order 12170,
consistent with section 401(c) of the National
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and
section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c);

7. Report on the National Emergency
With Respect to Iranian Petroleum Re-
sources, Executive Order 12957, consistent
with section 401(c) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c);

8. Report on the National Emergency
With Respect to Significant Narcotics Traf-
fickers Centered in Colombia, Executive
Order 12978, consistent with section 401(c)
of the National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1641(c), and section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(c);

9. Report on the National Emergency
With Respect to Persons Who Commit,
Threaten to Commit, or Support Terrorism,
Executive Order 13224, consistent with sec-
tion 401(c) of the National Emergencies Act,
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50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section 204(c) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c);

10. Report on the National Emergency
With Respect to Sierra Leone and Liberia,
Executive Order 13194, consistent with sec-
tion 401(c) of the National Emergencies Act,
50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section 204(c) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c);

11. Report on the National Emergency
With Respect to Sudan, Executive Order
13067, consistent with section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1641(c), and section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(c);

12. Report on the National Emergency
With Respect to lIraq, Executive Order
12722, consistent with section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1641(c), and section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(c);

13. Report on the National Emergency
With Respect to the Development Fund for
Iraq, Executive Order 13303, consistent with
section 401(c) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section 204(c)
of the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c);

14. Classified Report on the Status of
Sanctions Imposed on Significant Foreign
Narcotics Traffickers, consistent with section
804(d) of Public Law 106-120 (21 U.S.C.
1903(d));

15. Report on Telecommunications Pay-
ments Made to Cuba Pursuant to Depart-
ment of the Treasury Specific Licenses, con-
sistent with section 1705(e)(6) of Public Law
102-484, as amended by Public Law 104-
114 (22 U.S.C. 6004(e)(6));

16. Report on the National Emergency
With Respect to Persons Undermining
Democratic Processes or Institutions in
Zimbabwe, Executive Order 13288, con-
sistent with section 401(c) of the National
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and
section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c); and
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17. Report on International Debt Relief,
consistent with section 1000(a)(5) of Public
Law 106-113.

(c) The Secretary of Defense shall submit
the following reports:

1. Report on Kosovo Benchmarks, con-
sistent with section 1212(c) of Public Law
106-398; and

2. Report on the National Emergency
With Respect to Terrorist Attacks on the
United States, Proclamation 7463 of Sep-
tember 14, 2001, consistent with section
401(c) of the National Emergencies Act, 50
U.S.C. 1641(c), and section 204(c) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c).

(d) The Secretary of Commerce shall sub-
mit the Report on the National Emergency
Caused by the Lapse of the Export Adminis-
tration Act of 1979, Executive Order 13222,
consistent with section 401(c) of the National
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and
section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c).

(e) The Director of Central Intelligence
shall submit the following reports:

1. Report on Foreign Economic Collection
and Industrial Espionage, consistent with
section 809(b) of Public Law 103-359 (50
U.S.C. App. 2170(b)); and

2. Reports on Commerce With, and Assist-
ance to, Cuba from Other Foreign Countries,
consistent with section 108(a) of Public Law
104-114 (22 U.S.C. 6038(a)).

(f) The Director of National Drug Control
Policy shall submit the Report on Support
for Plan Colombia, consistent with section
3204(e) of Public Law 106—246.

Sec. 2. Reports to the Congress described
in certain Senate resolutions shall be sub-
mitted as follows:

(a) The Secretary of State shall submit the
following reports:

1. Report on the Inter-American Conven-
tion Against Corruption, consistent with the
Resolution of Advice and Consent to Ratifi-
cation of the Inter-American Convention
Against Corruption adopted by the Senate
on July 27, 2000;

2. Report on Compliance With the Treaty
on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe,
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consistent with Condition 5(C) of the Resolu-
tion of Advice and Consent to Ratification
of the Document Agreed Among the States
Parties to the Treaty on Conventional Armed
Forces in Europe of November 19, 1990;

3. Report on Chemical Weapons Conven-
tion Compliance, consistent with Condition
10(C) of the Resolution of Advice and Con-
sent to the Chemical Weapons Convention
adopted by the Senate on April 24, 1997; and

4. Report on Moscow Treaty Implementa-
tion, consistent with section 2(2) of the Reso-
lution of Advice and Consent to Ratification
of the Treaty on Strategic Offensive Reduc-
tions of May 24, 2002.

(b) The Secretary of Commerce shall sub-
mit the Report on the Status of the World
Intellectual Property Organization Copyright
Treaty and the Performance and
Phonograms Treaty, consistent with the Sen-
ate’s resolution of ratification of October 21,
1998.

(c) The Secretary of Defense shall submit
the Report on Moscow Treaty Implementa-
tion, consistent with section 2(1) of the Reso-
lution of Advice and Consent to Ratification
of the Treaty on Strategic Offensive Reduc-
tions of May 24, 2002.

Sec. 3. In carrying out sections 1 and 2
of this order, officers of the United States
shall ensure that all actions taken by them
are consistent with the President’s constitu-
tional authority to: (@) conduct the foreign
affairs of the United States; (b) withhold in-
formation the disclosure of which could im-
pair the foreign relations, the national secu-
rity, the deliberative processes of the Execu-
tive, or the performance of the Executive’s
constitutional duties; (¢) recommend for con-
gressional consideration such measures as
the President may judge necessary and expe-
dient; and (d) supervise the unitary executive
branch.

Sec. 4. Nothing in this order shall be con-
strued to impair or otherwise affect the func-
tions of the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget relating to budget, ad-
ministrative, or legislative proposals.

Sec. 5. This order is intended only to im-
prove the internal management of the execu-
tive branch and is not intended to, and does
not, create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity

July 31 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

by a party against the United States, its de-
partments, agencies, entities, officers, em-
ployees or agents, or any other person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 31, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 4, 2003]

NoTEe: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on August 5.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
Iraq

July 31, 2003

On August 2, 1990, by Executive Order
12722, President Bush declared a national
emergency with respect to Iraq pursuant to
the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706) to deal
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign policy of the
United States constituted by the actions and
policies of the Government of Irag—the Sad-
dam Hussein regime. By Executive Orders
12722 of August 2, 1990, and 12724 of Au-
gust 9, 1990, the President imposed trade
sanctions on Iraq and blocked Iraqgi govern-
ment assets. Additional measures were taken
with respect to this national emergency by
Executive Order 13290 of March 20, 2003.
Because of the continued instability in Iraq,
the United States and Coalition partners’ role
as the temporary authority in Iraq, and the
need to ensure the establishment of a process
leading to representative Iraqi self-rule, the
national emergency declared on August 2,
1990, and the measures adopted on August
2 and August 9, 1990, and March 20, 2003,
to deal with that emergency must continue
in effect beyond August 2, 2003. Therefore,
in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)),
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency with respect to Irag.
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This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 31, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:45a.m., July 31, 2003]

NoTEe: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on August 1.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Iraq

July 31, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. Consistent with this provision, |
have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the Irag emergency is to continue in effect
beyond August 2, 2003, to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication. The most recent notice
continuing this emergency was published in
the Federal Register on August 1, 2002, (67
Fed. Reg. 50341).

The crisis that led to the declaration of
a national emergency on August 2, 1990, has
not been fully resolved. The United States,
along with its coalition partners, continues
to work to stabilize Iraq, identify and dis-
mantle Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction,
capture former regime leaders, and locate
and return Iraqi assets overseas for the ben-
efit of the Iraqgi people. As part of the Coali-
tion Provisional Authority, the United States
is providing for the temporary governance of
Iraq, including the establishment of a process
to lead to a new internationally recognized
government. For these reasons, | have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue the na-
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tional emergency declared with respect to
Iraq.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: ldentical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Iraq

July 31, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), 1 am providing a 6-month periodic
report prepared by my Administration on the
national emergency with respect to Iraq that
was declared in Executive Order 12722 of
August 2, 1990.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTEe: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on Reallocation of
Funds Previously Transferred From
the Emergency Response Fund

July 31, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:

In order to continue responses necessary
as a result of the September 11th terrorist
attacks, 1 am notifying the Congress of my
intent to reallocate funds previously trans-
ferred from the Emergency Response Fund
(ERF).

At this time, $1.2 million of ERF funds
will be transferred to the United States Trade
Representative to support increased security
at international trade negotiations.



1024

The details of this action are set forth in
the enclosed letter from the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTe: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Remarks Following a Cabinet
Meeting and an Exchange With
Reporters

August 1, 2003

The President. We had a good Cabinet
meeting, talked about a lot of issues. The
Secretary of State and Defense brought us
up to date about our desires to spread free-
dom and peace around the world. And the
economics team of Secretary Snow, Evans,
and Chao, who have been traveling the coun-
try, reported back that there’s a positive feel-
ing in America about our economy.

And my attitude is, is that even though
some of the numbers are good, there are still
too many people looking for work, and so
we’'re going to keep working on the economy
until people can find a job.

We took some strong action in the past.
We reduced taxes on the working people,
and those tax reductions will be reflected in
their paychecks soon. Expansion of the child
tax credit is helpful to people because checks
are now in the mail. Both of those events
will enhance demand for goods and services,
which will make it more likely somebody will
find work.

There is more to do here in Washington.
I’'m pleased that the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate both have now passed
energy bills. It's time for them to reconcile
their differences, when they get back from
their August breaks, and get a bill to my desk.

We need tort reform in America so that
our entrepreneurs are more likely to focus
on capital formation than lawsuits, frivolous
lawsuits. We need to make sure we get a
Medicare bill passed; that’s going to be help-
ful for workers today to help plan for their
future, to know there’s a modern Medicare
system.
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I appreciate the fact that the Congress has
passed trade agreements with Singapore and
Chile, which means there will be more mar-
kets available for American entrepreneurs
and farmers and ranchers. The more places
for us to sell products, the more likely it is
somebody is going to be able to find a job.

And so even though there’s been some
progress made in terms of numbers, this ad-
ministration focuses on lives. And when there
are people looking for work and they can't
find a job, it means we’re going to continue
to try to put progrowth, expansive policies
in place.

So | want to thank the Cabinet members
who are focusing on these—this very impor-
tant part of our agenda, and | appreciate your
upbeat report.

Let me—1I’ll answer a couple of questions.
Tom [Tom Raum, Associated Press] and
Patsy [Patricia Wilson, Reuters]. Tom and
Patsy will be asking questions this morning,
and then you won't be asking questions.
[Laughter]

National Economy

Q. Mr. President, are you surprised, and
can you explain why 3 huge tax cuts and 12
rate cuts by the Fed have not done more
in creating jobs to this point? And do you
think that we're in a jobless recovery?

The President. | think—I think it's impor-
tant to remember the history of the last cou-
ple of years. In March of 2000, the stock mar-
ket began a precipitous decline. That was in
March of 2000. And then the country went
into a recession, which would be the first
quarter of 2001, and we acted. We called the
Congress together and passed a significant
tax cut. Economic historians would say that
the recession of 2001 was one of the more
shallow recessions. Some would probably say,
“Well, maybe you shouldn’t have acted, and
let the recession go deeper, which would
have made—may have made for a more
speedy recovery.” Our attitude is that we're
worried about people’s lives; a deep recession
would have meant more people would have
been out of work. We want people to work
in America; it's in our country’s interest they
do so.

Then as the economy kind of got going
again, the enemy attacked us. September the
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11th had a significant impact on our econ-
omy. And then we discovered some of our
corporate CEOs forgot to tell the truth, and
that affected confidence. And then, as you
may remember, Tom, we had the steady
drumbeat to war. As | mentioned in my press
conference the other day, on our TV screens
there was a—on some TV screens—there
was a constant reminder for the American
people, “March to War.” War is not a very
pleasant subject in people’s minds. It's not
conducive for the investment of capital.

In spite of all those obstacles and because
this administration has acted firmly, our
economy is growing. And we're confident
that over time, people will be able to find
a job. But we’re not going to rest, and there’s
more to do. We need an energy policy. We
need tort reform. We need Congress to join
with  the administration to promote
progrowth policies. But this economy is vi-
brant and strong, just like our country is vi-
brant and strong. We've overcome a lot, but
there’s more to do. And there’s no question
there’s more to do. And we will do it.

Patsy.

North Korea

Q. Thank you, sir. Does your offer still
stand for assistance to North Korea if they
give up their nuclear program? And how can
you deal with someone like Kim Chong-il,
aman you don’t trust?

The President. Yes. Thank you for bring-
ing that question up, because we had some—
what we think as positive developments. As
you know, we were very concerned about try-
ing to enter into a bilateral agreement with
Kim Chong-il because of the fact that he
didn’t tell the truth to previous administra-
tions. And so we took a new tack, and that
was to work with our—with China, primarily
China, initially, to engage China in the proc-
ess so that there is more than one voice
speaking to Mr. Kim Chong-il.

And thanks to the Chinese leadership—
and we do applaud Hu Jintao and his admin-
istration for agreeing to be a responsible
party in the neighborhood in which they
live—it looks like we’ll have a multinational
forum. What that really means is that more
than the United States and China will show
up to have a meaningful discussion with Mr.
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Kim Chong-il. That means Japan will be
there. After all, Japan is an important part
of the neighborhood. South Korea will be
there. They've had a vested interest in having
discussions and dialogs with Kim Chong-il.
And Russia has agreed to join, which means
there are now five nations in North Korea
sitting at a table, all aimed at convincing—
the discussions will be all aimed at con-
vincing Mr. Kim Chong-il to change his atti-
tude about nuclear weaponry.

In the past, it was the lone voice of the
United States speaking clearly about this.
Now we’ll have other parties who have got
a vested interest in peace on the Korean Pe-
ninsula. And so | would say the progress is
being—is good progress. And we’re upbeat
about the fact that others are assuming re-
sponsibility for peace besides the United
States of America. And we’ll see how the dia-
log goes. We fully understand the past. We
are hopeful, however, that Mr. Kim Chong-
il, because he’s hearing other voices, will
make the decision to totally dismantle his nu-
clear weapons program, that he will allow
there to be complete transparency and
verifiability. And we're optimistic that that
can happen.

Listen, thank you all for coming. For those
of you in Crawford, | will see you—going
to Crawford, I will see you soon. As you can
tell, 1 got my summer buzz. [Laughter] I'm
ready to get down there and enjoy the weath-
er.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Chairman Kim Chong-il of
North Korea; and President Hu Jintao of China.

Statement on the Senate Filibuster of
Judicial Nominees

August 1, 2003

This week, a minority of Senators contin-
ued to filibuster highly qualified judicial
nominees who enjoy the support of a major-
ity of Senators. These obstructionist tactics
are unprecedented, unfair, and unfaithful to
the Senate’s constitutional responsibility to
vote on judicial nominees.

These highly qualified nominees have stel-
lar records that represent the mainstream of
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American law and values and strong bipar-
tisan support from those who know them
best. Instead of allowing an up-or-down vote,
a minority of Senators have been filibustering
Miguel Estrada for nearly 5 months and Pris-
cilla Owen for 3 months and are now ob-
structing the nomination of Bill Pryor. The
failure to hold votes on these nominations
not only is inconsistent with the Senate’s con-
stitutional responsibility but also has caused
extended judicial vacancies that are harmful
to the American judicial system.

Every judicial nominee should receive an
up-or-down vote in the full Senate, no matter
who is President or which party controls the
Senate. It is time to move past the partisan
politics of the past and do what is right for
the American legal system and the American
people. Let each Senator vote how he or she
thinks best, but give the nominees a vote.

NoTe: The statement referred to Miguel A.
Estrada, nominee to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the
District of Columbia Circuit; Priscilla Owen,
nominee to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the Fifth
Circuit; and William H. Pryor, Jr., nominee to be
U.S. Circuit Judge for the Eleventh Circuit.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

July 26

In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the
President had an intelligence briefing.

July 27

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC. Later, he hosted a White
House tee-ball game on the South Lawn and
made welcoming remarks to the participants.

Also in the afternoon, the President had
a telephone conversation with American cy-
clist Lance Armstrong to congratulate him
on winning his fifth Tour de France earlier
in the day.
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July 28

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he had a telephone
conversation with Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi of Japan to discuss the situations in
Iraq and North Korea and economic devel-
opment in Japan.

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Pittsburgh, PA.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.

July 29

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Old Family Dining
Room, the President had lunch with Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel. Later, he met
with Foreign Minister Saud al-Faysal al Saud
and Ambassador to the U.S. Prince Bandar
of Saudi Arabia to discuss the recent congres-
sional report on the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks.

Later in the afternoon, the President met
with a bipartisan group of Senators to discuss
proposed energy legislation.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Duane Acklie as a member of the
Board of Directors of the Student Loan Mar-
keting Association and, upon appointment, to
designate him as chairman.

The President declared a major disaster in
Florida and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms and flooding on
June 13 and continuing.

The President declared a major disaster in
Tennessee and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in
the area struck by severe storms, high winds,
and heavy rain on July 21-22.

July 30

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Hu Jintao
of China to discuss the situation in North
Korea.

The President announced his intention to
reappoint William K. Sessions 111 as a vice
chair of the U.S. Sentencing Commission.
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The President announced his intention to
nominate Pamela P. Willeford to be Ambas-
sador to Switzerland and concurrently to
Liechtenstein.

The President announced his designation
of William H. Campbell as Acting Assistant
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for Human Re-
sources and Administration.

July 31

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he met with Secretary
of State Colin L. Powell.

In the afternoon, the President had lunch
with Vice President Dick Cheney.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michele M. Leonhart to be Deputy
Administrator of Drug Enforcement at the
Drug Enforcement Administration.

The President announced his designation
of Karen P. Tandy as Acting Administrator
of Drug Enforcement at the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration.

August 1

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Richard Eugene Hoagland to be
Ambassador to Tajikistan.

The President declared a major disaster in
North Dakota and ordered Federal aid to
supplement State and local recovery efforts
in the area struck by severe storms and high
winds on June 24-25.

The President declared a major disaster in
Ohio and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by tornadoes, flooding, severe storms,
and high winds on July 21 and continuing.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.
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Submitted July 30

Cristina Beato,

of New Mexico, to be Medical Director in
the Regular Corps of the Public Health Serv-
ice, subject to the qualifications therefor as
provided by law and regulations, and to be
an Assistant Secretary of Health and Human
Services, vice Eve Slater, resigned.

James Casey Kenny,
of Illinois, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
Americato Ireland.

George W. Miller,

of Virginia, to be a Judge of the U.S. Court
of Federal Claims for the term of 15 years,
vice James T. Turner, term expired.

F. Dennis Saylor 1V,

of Massachusetts, to be U.S. District Judge
for the District of Massachusetts, vice Robert
E. Keeton, retired.

Pamela P. Willeford,

of Texas, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Switzerland, and to serve concur-
rently and without additional compensation
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Principality of Liechtenstein.

Submitted August 1

Richard Eugene Hoagland,

of the District of Columbia, a career member
of the Senior Foreign Service, class of Min-
ister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Republic of
Tajikistan.

Sandra L. Townes,

of New York, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of New York, vice Ster-
ling Johnson, Jr., retired.
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Checklist
of White House Press Releases

Acts Approved
by the President

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released July 28

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 2330

Released July 29

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 255, H.R. 773,
H.R. 1577, and S. 1399

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Florida

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Tennessee

Released July 30

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed S. 246

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Court
of Federal Claims Judge

Released July 31

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan

Released August 1

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 74 and S.
1280

Statement by the Press Secretary: Terrorist
Attack in Mozdok on August 1

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to North Dakota

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Ohio

Approved July 28

H.R. 2330 / Public Law 108-61
Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act of
2003

Approved July 29

H.R. 255 / Public Law 108-62

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
grant an easement to facilitate access to the
Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center in Ne-
braska City, Nebraska

H.R. 733 / Public Law 108-63

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
acquire the McLoughlin House in Oregon
City, Oregon, for inclusion in Fort Vancouver
National Historic Site, and for other pur-
poses

H.R. 1577 / Public Law 108-64

To designate the visitor center in Organ Pipe
Cactus National Monument in Arizona as the
“Kris Eggle Visitor Center”, and for other
purposes

S. 1399 / Public Law 108-65

To redesignate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 101 South
Vine Street in Glenwood, lowa, as the “Wil-
liam J. Scherle Post Office Building”

Approved July 30

S. 246 | Public Law 108-66

To provide that certain Bureau of Land Man-
agement land shall be held in trust for the
Pueblo of Santa Clara and the Pueblo of San
lldefonso in the State of New Mexico

Approved August 1

H.R. 74 | Public Law 108-67

To direct the Secretary of Agriculture to con-
vey certain land in the Lake Tahoe Basin
Management Unit, Nevada, to the Secretary
of the Interior, in trust for the Washoe Indian
Tribe of Nevada and California

S. 1280 / Public Law 108-68
To amend the PROTECT Act to clarify cer-
tain volunteer liability



